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FOREWORD

IT was over six months backh when Sr1 S N. Jain approached
me to afford him all possible facilitics to publish a book on Sravana
belgola  The nature of the facilities required by Sri Jain appeared
to me 1n the fiist mstance to be rather mmpossible to provide But
the earnestness with which Sii Jain renewed his requests and the
impoitance of the subject he wished to deal with prompted me to
mect his requirements at least partially.

The Department of Archaeology, Mysore, have spared no pans
during the past fifty years or more to conduct an exhaustive survey
of the ancient 1nsciiptions and monuments at Sravanabelgola and
the 1esults of the labours of Mr B L. Rice and Rao Bahadur
R Narasimhachar, are to be found in the monographs published
by the Department A useful guide to this historic place (a revised
edition 1s in the press) was also published by the late Dr Krishna
The brochure 1ssued by Sr1 Jain, coming as it does on the eve of the
“ Mahamastakabhishekam ” has got a special appeal particularly
to the Jamn pilgrim and the tourists.

Some 1naccurate statements are to be found here and there 1n
this book probably due to the author’s lack of a first-hand know-
ledge of local affairs Even controversial points of history have been
accepted as facts I am sure the author will do well to averd all
such discrepancies in the second edition of the book I cannot also
assoctate mvself with the opmion expressed by him on certamn
matters of 1eligious impoi tance found theremn It may, howeve:, be
stated that the Government of Mysore have always been solicitous
towards the welfare of all the subjects of the State 1riespective of
their religious persuasions and with this object in view every thing
that 1s possible has been done to mamtain the monuments at
Sravanabelgola 1n a fair state of preservation

Sravanabelgola 1s a centre of attraction not only to the Jain
pilgrim but also to the non-Jain tourists from all parts of the World
‘The author has taken great pamns especially in collecting 1informa-
tion about the Mahamastakabhisheka ceremony and in arranging
for the publication of this book which will be useful to one and all
The large number of illustrations enhance the value of the same
I wish him success 1n his endeavour to popularise the 1mportance
and sigmficance of Jan furthakshetras

=

K NARAYANA IYENGAR, M A,
Ag Durector of Archacology,
Mysore

MyYsoRE,
308 December 1952 “ . ‘
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INTRODUCTION

NOT only 1n India, but also in the world there can only be a few
places where the historic, archacological, religious, and picturesque
clasp hands so firmly as at Shravanbelgola Its history is as old as the
authentic history of Indiaitself. Its Chandiagui and Chandragupta
Bast1 link 1ts history with the two stalwait and most illustrious
emperors of Indian History, viz., Chandragupta Mourya, and his
by far illustrious grand-son, Ashoka-the-great Historical records and
numerous inscriptions bear testimony that numerous ruling dynasties
rosc here one after the other and went into oblivion, but this
tmy village and its supreme Sentinel 1eceived honours from
everybody even from the most antagomist Kings like Hyderalli and
Tippu Sultan, and there 1s not a shred of doubt about the truism
of this claim From the archaeological pomt of view the art of
these temples and shrimes link 1t with the arts of many ages and
eras, ranging from the earliest 3rd B C upto the 17th century A D.
If Chandiagupta Bast1 made 1t venerable to Jains, the colossus of
Gommateshvara made 1t yet more venerable and a place of unusual
mterest to all the people throughout the world!

A tiny place like Shravanbelgola with such a bright and long
heritage of historical, archaeological and picturesque wealth 1s
50 rich that it defies even the most voluminous books to claim its full
description, like its eponymous Lord Gommateshvaia who defies
all descriptions and 1mitations. Its history in fact, 1s quite mnaccessible
Inke Mt Everest, its archaeology uncompassable like the sky, its art
unfathomable like the sea, and therefore, it 1s absurd for any author,
howsoever clever, to mntroduce 1t in full. In fact, itisthe author
who mtioduces himself as Shravanbelgola 1s beyond introduction.
The author is fully conscious of the fact that had there been thousands
of writers writing about this very tmy village for whole of their
lives, therte was no end to the end-less story of Shravanbelgola,
and it is destined to remain so, like its divine Sentinel !

However, an honest effoit is made to introduce some of the
most important and salient aspects of this place to the non-Jain
public 1n general and North-India-Jains 1n particular, so that they
may have the much-needed first-hand information about this sacred
place, in such a manner that their curiosity to know about 1t further
may day-by-day inciease

The author has tried his utmost to make it lucid and fully
tlustrated, as far as possible, by including every subject of common
inteiest 1 such a way that he who touches this book may touch the
very hearts of Jainism and Jainbidri both.

The work involved far greater a labour than my anticipation
when I undertook 1t. With every item of new information, as it came
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like wave after wave in the open sea, I began torealise that no book i
the world was complete so far this holy place was concerned. Shravan

belgola occupies the same place in the body-religious structure of
Jainism and Jains as the heart occupies in physical structure of the
human body How a book could ever describe a place which had 1ts
very brilliant history inscribed as past as 2500 years, and has been
Iinked to thousands of persons of historical ymporatance throughout
all the ages, and even now which stands like a rock in surging ocean
of hostility, but yet un-moved, un-deterred, and un-concerned Iihe 1ts
Lord, who has gazed for the past 1,000 years beneath the plains'
Bahubali and Jainbidri have so intermingled with each other that
nobody dare them separate. The mention of one denotes the other

They have become one like milk and water, body and soul, and
inseparable like heat from fire, cold from ice and light from the sun

No author 1s born to describe them fully as no painter 1s born to
pamt them 1n their true colours i

So, this small treatise 1s not claimed to be all or the last word
on Shravanbelgola However, an humble effort 1s made to mclude
all aspects like history, archaeology, architecture, etc, where
possible, and have been presented from a devotee’s angle

In order to attest all versions and study all aspects 1n their true
perspective, the author stayed at Jambidr: for six months and visited
sacred places like Gommatgiri, and collected every item of new
data useful for this publication However, he could not visit other
holy places like Moodbidri, etc, in spite of his great desire The
author 1s sadly conscious of the short-comings of a publication
intermingled with so many aspects, touching history and legends, the,
sources of which are inaccessible, moie over a work writtenat a
considerable distance like Bombay from the places described The
indulgence of readers 1s craved for omissions which could not ‘be
helped for the lack of space

My hearty thanks are due and are hereby offered to Shr1 R R
Gyani, M A, Curator, Western India Museum, Bombav, and Shri
K Narayana Iyengar, M A, Ag Director of Archaeology, Mysore,
for loan of blocks of his Department, and for writing a nice Foreword
Religious t1aditions and historical records do stand on two different
footings Between them no agreement on any topic 1s possible,
naturally, therefore, we honestly agree to disagree to each other in
these matters My thanks are aisodue to the Curator, Jain Siddhant
Bhawan, Arrah, Shri1 Puttaswamy, B A.LL B Mangalore, and
Shr1i G H Rama Rao, B Sc, proprietor of Mysore Printing and
Publishing House, Mysore, who helped me 1n,every way to make
this publication attractive I consciously know that 1t 1s due to these
friends that this book has been made what it 1s and for every error
and omission I cannot escape my responsibility, I humbly plead
guilty and beg pardon of all the concerned.

S. N JAIN,
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LORD GOMMATESHWAR, THE SENTINEL OF SHRAVANBELGOLA
Who is watching here since 1,000 years
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humanity ' If you keep gazing for only a few seconds at Him, 1t scems that He 1s going 10 burst 10

SENTINEL OF SHRAVANBELGOLA stands here and here alone smiling over the
Jaughter right now

Hindu Rajas and Mushim Kings, and French and English ha

e A q————

AT

g



-

1

ALL THAT 1S good and great in the East has gone into the
building of temples. 1t 1s not swiprising then, that the temples of
India are architectuial wonders, specially this is true of temples in
south India, Indiais a veritable treasuie-house for the students of
Architectie  Our towns and villages are full of architectural
master-pieces which aie visited by tourists from all over the woild
Wherever we tiavel in India from the Himalayas i the North to
cape Camouin in the South, we aic never far from some fine examples
of the sculptors’ ait. Some of the most beautiful temples aie to be
found in the Mysoie State where the delicate and ntricate sculpture
makes them particulaily attiactive. Here is an account of one of
such temples in the Mysore State which by its super-architectural
clegance has become onc of the ¢ Gieatest Wonders of the World’?,
and 15 likely to 1emain such for hundieds of ycars to come.

Thu ty~two miles from Hassan, 42 miles from Arsikere, 62 miles
from Mysore and only cight miles south-east of Channarayapattan,
In the centre of Mysore State, 1s one of the maivels of ancient India,
a gigantic human figuie hewn out of the solid 10ock, Standing upon
a summit of an 1solated hill, with its outhine silhoutted against the
shy, itcan beseen for at least 15 mules around The cye of the
tiaveller passing along the Tiunk Road fiom Bangalore to the weste:n
coast thiough Manjarabad Ghat is arrested on approaching
Ghanna ayapattan by a conspicuous hill, a few miles to the south,
bearing on its summit which appeais at fitst to be 2 column  but
which on diawing nearcr proves to be a colossal statue in the human
form. And for nearly a thousand years this great image has looked
down upon the fertile plain and humming humanity beneath in the
same majestic style and compassionate pose ! This suiking and
umisual object marks the site of one of the most interesting spots in
south India, one whose traditions carmv us back to the earliest
authentic  period of Indian Justorv. Tlis place is the famous

- Shravanbelgoln, the chief seat of Lord Gommateshvara and his
adherent Jains in sonthan India

Fevy tomists ever reach this remote sancivary, yet there 2ie not
mamy  places in south  Indin that better 1epas waisit Tounsts
zosng to Shrasanbelgola cither get down at Arsilere, XM towe or ot
Hassan staddons on the Sountheon Rodlway, vhere cone can cawcha
tas divedt Tor dhravanbelgals,

1n o thet runrd the
on A JAINDIDRY

4 3 w
LSS S ISEAIal B + 1IN A

The hitl apon which i st "soae pae of the
ety sillage of Shravenbeleelo othe e Inonn

» > * - 5 “ %
i povth India. Toe lotier o e Vidh . o1



2 COLOSSUS OF SHRAVANBELGOLA

as ‘Indrabetta’ o1 ‘Doddabetta’) 1s a gieat dome of smooth
granite upon which no blade of grass can giow. Its summit, some
470 ft above the plain (and 3,347 ft high above the sea-level), 1s
strewn with mighty boulders and masses of broken 1ocks, one of
which, appaiently, was utilised by the old-time sculptors, and
fashioned into the huge figure shown in the accompanying photo-
graphs. It faces towards noith and 1s biight tinted greyish or
rathet, to be more precise, like mother’s bi east milk 1in colour Large
cloistered court was afterwaids built around 1ts feet and this was
surrounded with the halls and couit of a temple even later

Between these two hills of Chandiagiri on the north, and
Vindhyagui to the south, and surrounding the sacred lake of
Kalyan1 there lies the petty in size, but by far pretty village of
Shravanbelgola

From the time immemorial, Shravanbelgola has lived upto the
fame of being a great seat of leaining of Jainism 1n 1ts every branch
ethics, philosophy, Nypay (logic), and vaiious codes of conduct of
Jain monks and laity ‘The very name of ¢ Belgola ’ 1s found 1n the
very old records dating 7th centtiy AD It was the 3rd Mourya
Empeior Ashok the-Gieat, who prefixed 1t with a woid ¢ Shraman’
meaning 2 Jain monk, most piobably indicating his grand-father
Chandragupta Mourya, to commemorate the place of his death,
who had adopted the Jain heimitage for hislast twelve vears It s
said that Ashoka paid a visit to this place and also to the very site
on the Chandragir1 hills where Chandragupta died It was he who
built Chandiagupta Bast1 on 1t, and named this very hill after him,
and since then the hill became to be called ¢ Chandragiry’ Though
the Basti does not contain any insciibed record to that effect, but
an authority notless than Mr B Lewis Rice, GCIE, M R A S, who
made very deep 1nvestigations and thorough study of the temples and
hundreds of inscriptions on these hills as far back as 1887 AD
confirmsjt to be very ancient—most probably of the 3rd century B G.
when Ashoka-the-Great was ruling this countiy Ashoka’s visit has
further been supported by a legend denoting the very birth of this
village out of his encampment

Shravanbelgola 1s composed of two words Shravan
(Shraman) and Belgola, and here they seem to have so inter-
mingled that it 1s impossible to separate them from each other,
specially 1n view of their rich history which befits each other so
closely and precisely that one does not sound well without the other
Naturally then, various legends have sprung up round about them”
and both of them are so ancient and their history 1s so shrouded
mystery that none can authentically say which preceded the other
The usual derivation of Belgola 1s from the two Kannada words
Belu (white) and Kola by euphony Gola (a pond or a vessel) and
various legends have sprung up to suit these meanings as well,
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The most important legend connects 1ts origin with the sacied
lake, named Bhudevi-Mangaladarsha~Kalyani, which 1s just in_1ts
centre so 1t 1s but quite natwal that the village 1tself got to be called
after this lake.

In one of the inscriptions 1t 1s called ¢Devar Belgola’
distinctly denoting—¢ Belgola of Jindeva’ There are two more
Belgolas just 1n suburb of this village, which bear the names of Hale
Belgola (old Belgola) and Koddi Belgola (Belgola with a canal). It
1s quite probable that 1n o1der to distinguish these three Belgolas, this
might have been called after the saint Chandragupta who quitted
the world after implicit obseivation of Sallekhana.

In compaiatively latter medieval periods, we find its
numerous mentions’ in ithe insciiptions dating the 7th century
A.D wunder the names of ‘Belgula’, ¢Belugula’, and
‘Belagula’, and they apparently seem to have a common
origin from a word ¢gulla’— a white herb (Solanum fe10x)
which connects 1t with a pious old woman Gullikayijjr who
completely anointed the colossal image with the Panchamrita
(five liquids) she had brought n a gullikdy (frumat of gulle) This
origin has firm footing 1n a tradition and strangely enough we find
an 1mage of Gullikayijjr just mn front of the door of the colossus
itself  In the most recent past records, we find i1ts mentions in the
name of Gommatpura—the city of Gommat (the name of colossus)
i some of the inscriptions and 1s also called a futha (holy place) n
several others. In some of the comparatively new records 1t 1s
mentioned under the surname of ‘Dakshina (southern) Kashi’
which denotes 1t to be a great seat of learning. Already so 11ch in
traditional eminence fiom very old times, it has furthe:r been
enriched by the installation of the colossus of Gommateshvar in the

10th century A.D and thus has become a place of world-wide
interest

The road from Arsikere to Jambidri passes thiough dense
jungles of sandalwood, clove, and eucalyptus trees amid the
panoramic natural scenery strewn with rich rice-fields alround,
right to the extremity of yonder horizon studed with gorgeous
gardens of cocoanut and betel-nut trees making it all the more
picturesque.  Such views are indeed unknown to the people of
north India  Nowhere else throughout India, the Nature has ever
. been so bountiful as it has vividly been here, and every casual
glance all around mects with most exceptionally chaiming scenery
impelling a visitor to feel his visit worthwhile and fully recompensa-
ted The galaxy of such beauty-spots un-mistakably makes 1t a
treasure of ever-lasiing memoiy In the whole beautiful State of
Mysore 1t would be haid to find a spot, where the historic and
picturesque elements clasp hands so firmly as here. !
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Some 30 years back, Danvir Seth Gurumukhrai Sukhanand of
Bombay built a Dharmashala at Mandagere railway station at the
cost of Rs 30,000 which 1s just about 15 miles from Shravanbelgola
Seth Sukhanandjy built this Dhaimashala in anticipation that
Mysore Government will buwild a bridge across the adjoming river
Hemavati, which never materialised till this day resulting 1n utter
ruin of the said Dharmashala Seth Sukhanandji was a great Jamn
philanthropist and built numerous Dharmashalas and mstitutions of
public utility It was he who built steps on Chandragiri and also at
Gajapantha Tirtha near Nasik A palace-like Dharmashala was
built by him at Bhuleshwar, Bombay, besides so many others
which owe their existence to his charities, which shine even to-day
though his nobleself 1s no more!

The statue of Gommateshvar 1s clearly wvisible within the
radius of 15 miles from Jainbidri, and every devotee unconsciously
feels an mmpulse of awe towards the serene Sentinel of Shravan-
belgola, who seems guiding him forth from such a long distance
towards him, and in proper Shravanbelgola, it 1s the saint and
samnt only who meets the visitor’s eyes from every corner, as there 1s
nothing so grand which cdtches the eye of a visitor so easily except
the Saint

The colossus of Shravanbelgola stands on the Vindhyagir1 The
ascent 1s made by nearly 500 steps hewn 1n the granite and as the
hill 15 held 1n great esteem and sanctity, not only the Jams but also
the non-Jamns and foreigners climb 1t baie-foot After a short
ascent one reaches a Jamn temple which was bult by a local
Jain Seth G K. Padmarajaiah usually called ¢ Biahmadeva Temple’
above 1t and 1s a temple of Parshwanath, with an 1dol of black stone
5 ft. in height seated in ¢ Padmasan’ The steps lead through two
decorative stone-arches and past the first small shrine and the arch
as one ascends, he has a beautiful view of the village below with 1ts
fine temples, sacred lake and graceful palm These steps were built
by Danvir Seth Manikchand Hnachand, J P ,—a gieat philanthro-
pist Jain jeweller of Bombay 1 1886 A.D  The next ascent brings
the pilgrim right to the first door leading to the outer enclosure of
the lower court  The walls of this enclosure are made by putting
massive stones one upon the other without any masonary art or use
of chunam or cement

The outer walls are coloured in white and crimson bars .
to mark the place of sanctity Immediately one enters the lower
court containing eight Basties and a few objects of unusual 1nterest
Before we get imto the upper court, let us have a glance
around this lower court There aie 32 Jain temples at Jainbidr1 out
of which eight are situated on the Vindhyagiri in this very court
They are m the following order ,—
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, 1. Choubis Tirthankara Basti— It is a small shiine wherein the
images of twenty-four Tirthankaras aie mscribed on a slab of 23ft.
width. There are three big insciibed images in the lower row,
sutiounded by twenty-one smaller ones This was built b
Charukirt:1 Pandit, Dhaimachandra, etc., in 1648 A.D. Nearby
to 1ts north-west lies a small tank, the water of which 1s used at
Mahamastakabhishekas for anomnting the colossus

2 Chennanna Bast—This temple stands at some distance to the
west of the pillar and was built by Chennanna 1n 1673 A.D. and an
idol of Loid Chandraprabhu of about 23 ft 1n height 1s installed 1n
1t This Bast11s unique as 1t has a pillar just before 1t, and two
pillars of veranda facing each other bear images of a man and a
woman with folded hands most probably of Chennanna and his wife
It consists of a Garbhagriha, a porch, and a verandha. Both the
pillais are about 5 ft. in height and bear a number of nsciiptions
and 1mages of Jamn Acharyas. Just nearby lies a pond (Done)
Just before the temple stands a manastambha which also bears some
inscriptions. To its north-east 1s a mantapa or pillared hall between
the two dones and 1s lying in half-ruined condition

3. Qudegal Basti —This 15 one of the biggest temples on Vindhya-
giri, and 1s so called due to the massive props (oudegals) to its
outer wall It s also called < Trikut Bast1’ after its three images of
Adinath, Shantinath and Neminath seated in Padmasan. This 1s
built on higher pedestal and one has to enter it by the flight of
steps It 1s a grand structure and occupies a pirominent place on
~Vindhyagiri It 1s praised for its superb architectural art On the

rocks, to the west of the temple are engraved nearly 30 maiwadi
mscriptions in nagar letters.

4 Tyagad Brahmdeva Stambha.—It 15 also called ¢ Chagad Kamb’
to denote the place of giving alms It was the customary 1n the
olden days that eveiy buildei of a shimne or a temple should also
distribute substantial wealth 1n alms to the Pandits and the beggers,
and it was the place meant fo1 this puipose here on this hill It is
a beautifully carved pillar with some of the best designs and 1s made
of a massive stone  On 1t one can see Chamundaraya with his
tlustrious preceptor Acharya Nemichand Siddhanta Chakravarti,
flanked by chauri-bearers Besides there are numerous nscriptions
of, great historical importance Itisabout 5 ft in height. This

, column with 1ts overhead pavilion was also built by Chamundaraya
according to one of the traditions It 1ssaid that Chamundaraya got
inscribed upon it some of the most important events of his life and
also the paiticulars pertaiming to the colossus itself, but were effaced
later by one Kanna Hergade so that he might substitute a brief one
of his own Now, lost of the most important historical facts about the
builder of the colossus as well as his own life, these two things have
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become matters of mere guesswork In one of the inscriptions,
Arishtanem1 1s mentioned as the artisan of the colossus, but 1t 1s
not so very definite and one is left in wilderness of confusion n
these respects and has to rely upon the legends and common folklores.

It 15 said to be supported from above m such a way that a
handkerchief could be passed under 1t, but now, due to some
mishap 1 the roof this fantasy 1s not to be found any moze.

5. Siddhargundu (otherwise also known as Siddhashila) —is a big
slab made out of granite boulder and lies to the right of the Akhand
Bagilu It has numerous inscriptions and images of some of the
prominent Jain Acharyas with their names

6. Akhand bagilu —It means a door without joints, which is
literally true about this dooi. It has been carved out of a single
massive boulder of granite and has no joints whatsoever It 1s the
entrance door to the upper enclosure of Gommateshvar On the top
of 1ts lintel there 1s a fine mscribed figure of Laxmi seated on a lotus
and 1s being bathed by two elephants standing on either side of her
This door-way 1s alsosaid to be built by Chamundaraya, the builder
of the colossus  There are two small side-shrines of Bahubali and
Bharat on 1its right and left sides These temples were built by
Bharateshwar Dandnayak (Home Minister) at the mnstruction of his
Guru Gandvimukta Siddhantdev 1n 1130 A D

7. Gullikayyn bagila —Jt got 1ts name after the well-known devotee
Gullikay1yjr and 1s so called because of an inscribed image of a
sitting woman with folded hands on a neaiby boulder about one foet
in height. It 15 mistook for Gullikayijj1 whereas in one of the nscrip-
tions 1t 1s referred to as that of the daughter of Mallishett1 (Vide Ins.
No 418) and 1t commemorates the place of her death >

8. Siddbara Bastt —This 1s a small temple just close to the outer
enclosure and the door to enter into inner court of Bahubali It has
a small image of Lord Siddha of 3 ft in height It has two richly
mscribed columns on 1ts either side of about 6 ft 1n height of elegant
workmanship specially on their tops

Then by flight of some 20 steps one gets in the Akhandbagilu and
yet ascending some 20 steps one enters an open court surrounded by
a Dbattlemented corrider containing numerous side-cells, each

/
enshriming a Tirthankara’s figure mn centre with their Dwarpals on

their exther ssde  This corrider 1s again surrounded by a mighty
wall, a good pait of which 1s picturesquely formed by heavy
boulders apparently in then natural position Gangarajy who built
this suttalaya was a mighty great general and army Commander-in-
Chief of Hoyasala Kings of Dwaravati and scems to be a man of
great foresight Though the figures 1n cells show the distinct signs

[}
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of gradual decay, there is no evident sign of deterioration or injury
swrought by time to these mighty walls and they look quite fresh
and 1mmune fiom decay for hundieds of yeais yet 10 come Here
in the centie there 1s a g1eat door with open poitico, which has an
mmage of Dwarpal on 1ts erther side and m a coiner there stands a
big slab besides the gate beaiing an insciiption tiacing the history of
Lord Bahubali and a brief 1eference of its builder Chamundai aya.
Here under the canopy of Brahmdeva stands Gullikayijj with a
vessel in her hand. This 1s the door of the court n the centre of
which stands a mighty colossus of Loid Bahubali, 57 ft high, one
of the greatest wonders of the world which made this tiny village of

Shravanbelgola a place of pilgrimage not only for Indians but
world-wide tourists as well

The Jain Architecture of the South India solely belongs to
Dravidian style of Architectwie and is 1epresented by two classes
Basties and Bettas and 1n this respect s totally different from that of
the North, where the latter are unknown The Basties are 1egulay
temples 1n the usual acceptance of that woid containing an image
of one of the Tirthankaias as the object of worship  Bettas
(literally mean hills) are courtyaids at the summats of the hills open
to the sky and contain a colossal 1mage of Gommateshvar

Now, let us enter the very couit in which the colossus stands,
and we find ourselves justin front of a huge human figure, a
masterpiece of super-workmanship The colossus  represents
Gommateshvaza, younger brother of Bharata, who, according to
Jain mythology was the first man to attain salvation in the current
;A;vasarplm era even before his father Shri Rishabhadeva.

The huge 1mage stands majestically in almost perfect state of
preservation despite its antiquity  Its height 1s 57 ft., the breadth
across the shoulders 1s 26 ft, the toes are 2 ft. 9 1n. long, and the
middle finger 5 ft 8 1n, a foot 9 ft, height of the heel 2f ft., and
waist comparatively small, only 10 ft. The figure 1s nude and stands
erect, facing noith towards some particularly sacied shrines on
the second hill The mighty feet rest upon a low pedestal carved
to represent an open lotus flower In order to support the enormous
weight of the body, the rock has been left around and behind the
legs and carved in the shape of large ant hills A climbing creeper cut
in the stone twines its tendrils and leaves and berries around the huge
limbs, and cobras are seen 1ssuing from the ant-hills. Though the

\ loWer paits of the leg are comparatively a bit dwaifed and shoulders

" broad 1n proportion to body, the figure 1s remarkably well-cut and
15 treated conventionally and the more so when we consider of the
difficulties those ancient sculptors must have encountered. Owing
to 1ts abnormal height, and absence of any high place from which
to get a satisfactory view, 1t 1s difficult to see the 1image 1n its true
perspective, specially is this {rue of the face, which 1s quite the best



8 COLOSSUS OF SHRAVANBELGOLA

part of the statue. The features are regular, hair is done 1 spiral
ringlets, and the lobes of the ears are very long—5} ft. .n lengthe
The figure 1s standing with shoulders squared and arms hanging
straight down the sides with the thumb turned outwaids Its upper
half projects above the surrounding ramparts. It 1s carved out of a
fine gramned hight giey granite, and has not been injured by
weather or violence, and looks as bright and clean as if just from the
chisel of the artisan  Around the pedestal and on the stone of ant-
hill on the either side are mnscriptions in Marathi, archaic Kannad,
Granthaand Vatteluttu (quasi-malayalam) characters and in Marathi,
Kannad and Tamil languages a pioclamation ¢ Chamundaraya
caused the 1mage to be made”

The image though not either very decorative like the other deities
of Hoyasala architecture, nor very elegant like the Greek or
Egyptian gods, yet 1s not wanting in majestic and impressive
grandeur The 1mage 1n 1ts extreme simplicity has been an 1ideal
exponent of marvellous charm of supreme Indian architectural art,
and hardly there exists any other monolithic statue throughout the
world which can surpass 1t 1n 1ts beauty or perfection of the art
which 1t displays Its simplicity has been the highest landmark of its
chaim and 1t is doubtful whether any kind of ornamentation could
ever have added an 1ota of beauty or dignity to this wonderful
architectural specimen Its grandeur 1s only superceded by 1ts
simplicity, and that by serenmity and that too by 1ts majestic pose.
Nothing grander, or moie majestic or superb exists than this and 1t
will remain unparalleled in these respects 1n futuretalso as 1t ever had
been a great wonder to all the people of all the ages, 1n the past and
1t was no less a wonder to 1ts builders then than 1s 1t to us to-day ! .

It 1s not an easy job to measure such a mighty colossus, so 1t
1s quite natural then that there may be difference of opinins in
respect of its height and also the length of other limbs Mr
Buchanan fixed 1ts height at 70 ft ~3 1n which was most probably
arrived at by multiplying by 18 to the length of the foot There 15 an
inscription to that effect just below the left foot denoting 1t 3 ft -4 1,
but 1t 1s obviously erronious Sir Arthur Wellesley, who wvisited
this image in 1799 A D fixed it at 60 ft -3 n Mr B Bowring,
CS1I, Chief Commissioner, Mysore (from 1862 to 1870), finally
fixed 1t at 57 ft after actual measurement 1n 1865 AD At 1871-
Mahamastakabhisheka 1t was again measured and the following

.

measurements were finally established — 5

ft in,
1 Total height to the bottom of the ear . 50 0
2  From the bottom of the ear to the crown
of the head 6 6
3 Length of the foot - 9 0
4, Breadth across the front of the foot 4 6

/
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THE SACRED HILL UFON WHICH THE COLOSSUS STANDS

Gommateshvara stands on the summit of a sacred hill called Vindhyagiri It 1s a great dome
of panite.upon which not a single blade of grass can grow The figure was undoubtedly cut
out of.a projecting boulder which was later fashioned into a human figure This figure 1s so huge
that 1t 1 qurte visible within the radius of 15miles around. Village of Shravanbelgola lies at the
foot of the hill with sacred lake of Kalyani 1n 1ts centre. The path along the hill-side 1s alsa vissble
With 1ts two arches The stone-hewn steps count 496 and were built by Danvir Seth Manihchand
Hirachand, j P , Bombay, in 1886 A D.
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CARVED BODILY FROM A HILLTOP

Nothing grander exists than the grand Gommateshwara,—the eponymous of spiritual
at Shravanbeigola ~Gommataeshvara secms to be almost a living samnt
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COLOSSUS OF SHRAVANBELGOLA 9

ft. in.

» 5 Length of the great toe ‘ 2 9
6. Half girth at the instep 6 4
7 Half guth of the thigh : 100
8 Length from the hip to the ear 24, 6
9  Length from coccyx to the ear . 20 0
10. Breadth across the pelvis . 13 0
11 Breadth at the waist 10 0
12.  Length from the elbow and waist to the ear 17 0
13 Length from the armpit to the ea1 7 0
14. Breadth across the shoulders 26 0
15. Length from the base of the neck to the ear 2 6
16. Length of the fore finger 3 6
17 Length of the middle finger 5 3
18 Length of the third finger 4 T
19. Length of the fourth finger 2 8

As 15 already stated above that all the limbs aie i proportion
and the figure as a whole 1s well-cut, but this 1s quite true of the face
which 1s exceptionally beautiful with 1ts wonderful contemplative
expression touched with a faintsmile The spirit of Jam renunciation
1s fully biought out in the statue The nudity of theirhage indicates
absolute renunciation while its stiff and eiect posture stands for
perfect self-control The benign smile on the face shows inward
bliss and sympathy for the struggling world, and if one sees the face
for only a few seconds he may mnot help feeling that smiling
Gommateshvara will burst inio a laughter right now !

,.. Chamundaraya is universally held to be the builder of this
colossus. He was the Commander-Minister of Rachamull (IV) of
the Gang Dynasty who ruled from 974 to 984 A D, and 1t seems
certain that the figure was hewn out about the year 983 AD The
surrounding cloister was built in 1116 AD by Gangaraj, the
Commander-in-Chief of Hoyasala King Vishnuvardhana of Dwara-
vati A note to that effect has been inscribed on the ant-hill at the
foot of the statue.

There can be no question as to how the colossus was made: As
1t 15 cut from a single block of granite, it 1s manifestly impossible
thatit could have been hauled up such a smooth and steep hill as
Vindhyagiri and raised to an upright position It seems practi-
cally certain that a projecting mass of 10ck on the very summait of

y this hill was carved into the figure, as'now we see 1t — a task from

>which the Indian mind would not shrink. Di Fergusson, the
distinguished Archaeologist, says.—" Nothin, grander or more
imposing exists out of Egypt and even thereno known statue sur-
passes 1t in height, though it must be confessed they do excel it n
perfection of the Art they exhibit”. (See Fergusson’s History of
Indian and Eastern Architectures, Part II, p 72.)

2
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Gommateshvara has watched over India for only 1,000 years,
whilst the statues of Rameses have gazed upon the Nile for more
than 4,000 years The monolithic Indian Samnt 1s thousands of
years younger than the prostrate Rameses or the guardians of Abu
Simbal, but he 1s more impressive, both on account of his command-
g position on the brow of a hill overlooking the wide stretch of plan
and of his size It 1s the biggest monblithic statue in the world It
15 1mpossible to over-estimate the sublimity and grandeur of the
mmage of shr1 Gommateshvara for at the height of its massive con-
ception and perfection of art It defies all descriptions even as 1t
does any 1mitation of 1t !

The image represents Gommateshvara, a Jain samnt, popular n
south India, but 1t 1s known by the name of Bahubali in north India
The very name of Gommateshvara 1s rather peculiar to north India
Jains, as there 1s none of this name in the long list of Jain celebrities,
mcluding 24 Tirthankaras, 12 Chakravarties, 9 Narayanas, 9 Prati-
Narayanas, and 9 Balbhadras, nor any such mythological person,
It 1s quite possible that word ¢ Gommat' acquired 1its origin from
¢ Manmatha > in Sanskrit, and as Bahubal1 was the first Manmatha
(Ramadeva) he was rightly called ¢ Gommateshvara’® Secondly,
Gommat was one of the names of Chamundarava and so the image
15 known asa Gommateshvar meaning the Loid of Gommata
According to Jain traditions, it was Bahubali who attained salvation
first during the current Avasarpini era and so being the first man to
attain such a high distinction, he became an object of universal
worship Gommateshvara 1s very popular name with the masses,
including Jains and Non-Jains alike, 1n the southern India, specially
below Godavari, and we find numerous images of Gommateshvara
in standing pose with all the similar outward features of superb
architectural beauty all around We find such colossuses at
Karkal , Venur, Gommatgiri, and also at Ellora Jain caves No
1mage of Bahubal1 1s to be found in north India, and excepting one
at Ellora, he 1s conspicuously intraceable elsewhere in the north of
river Krishna The most probable reason of his popularity with
Gang Dynasty and other contemporary Kings of the Deccan seems
to be based on their having adopted him as ¢ Kuldeva’ A most
important fact i relation to this ideology should not be lost sight
of 1s that all these Kings and their Generals belonged to Kshairiya
caste and were always at wars against each other, naturally there-
fore they adopted Bahubah as their Ruldeva, because the latter had
defeated his elder brother Bharat in thiee kinds of wars according y
to Jain traditions The word Bahubali stands literally for ¢ victory *
and his adoptation as such was evidently quite appropriate

There 1s another story describing the 1eason of erection of this
image at Shravanbelgola The tradition says that Shri Kalaldevi,
the mother of Chamundaraya took a vow not to taste milk till she
saw Gommat about whose existence she had heard from Acharya
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insain  This news was divulged to Chamundaraya by his wife
Ajitadevi and he undertook to pay a pigrimage to Bahubali image
which was situated at Podanapur—somewhere 1n the north probably
near Taxila according to Swetambar tradition Originally thisimage
was erected by Bhaiat Chakravaiti in commemo: ation of his younger
brother (Bahubali), being the only son of his second mother Sunanda

That 1mage bemng very antique was suriounded by FAukkut
sarpa and creepers to such an extent that the image became practi-
cally mmvisible to the naked eye Chamundaiaya who accompanied
his mother on the holy pilgrimage resolved to erect a similar image of
Bahubali at Shiavanbelgola in order to fulfil the vow of his mother.
Under the mstiuction of his Guiu Shr1 Nemichand:a, he struck an
arrow fiom Chandragir1 hill which fell on a very big granite
boulder on Vindhyagir1 Appioaching near to it, Chamundaraya
perceived a clear image of Gommateshvar 1 it, and 1mmediately
ordered the sculptois to caive the colossus out of the very boulder
which was perfected 1n the presence of his Guru Sitddhant Chakra-
vart1 (a title acquired for writing numeious books, viz , Gommatsar,
Triloksar, Kshapanasar, etc) Nemichandra and this anecdote has
also been carved out on apillar named ¢¢Tyagad Brahmadeva
Stambha *’ referred to above.

This ancient monument, 1n the stillness of 1ts hill-top shrine 15 a
most impressive sight and one stands before 1t with feelings of
wonder and awe Gommateshvar seems to be almost a living thing
yet unconscious o1 1ather unconcerned of the wvisitor’s presence.
The sculptor’s conception was that of a holy man wrapt
contemplation so piofound asto be unconscious of the serpents
*=bout his feet or the plants winding therr tendrils around his mighty
arms must be oblivious to every thing One seems to be in the
presence of a saint of bygone ages and one feels impelled to tread
softly and speak in undertones lest he might awaken the Saint from
his deep meditation, where he has been standing for well-nigh a
thousand years in this very majestic pose! Ages have rolled over
him, ancient civilizations have swept around his feet, contending
armies of Hindu Rajas and Moslem Kings, and Freach and English
had devastated the plain below but this unmoved Sentinel of
Shravanbelgola stands here and here only smiling over the distressed
humanity and its greedy avocations, resulting ultimately i utter
despair !

This image can tiuly be claimed to be one of the highest living

', Specimens of the Jamn Iconographical Art. Jain A1t 1s so great and
ancient that,even the most prominent western critics have to accept
candidly that 1t 1s the Jaimism which initiated idolatrv in India
Hardly theie exists any Jaimn holy book or an epic which does not
exalt idol worshipping  Thev are full with very lucid long descrip-
tions of Akritrun Chaityalayas in sixteen heavens and also in the
Bhogablhumus and Kulparvaias. In fact, the roots of idolatry
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have gone deep 1nto the meta-physical and ethical structure of
Jainism to such an extent that 1t is impossible to separate this
aspect of worship from Jainism at all Though Jainism has ever been
accused by Hindu and allied schools of philosophies to be an athiest
for not believing 1n gods and 1dols  The colossus of Bahubali 15 the
greatest proof with Jamism which nail themr accusation down
i1 tolo.

In spite of all this, 1t will not be out of place to pomnt heremn
that the fundamental conception behind Jain 1dol-worship is
quite different, and to a great extent, contrary to all other
philosophies, and this alone puts the Art of Jain Iconography
absolutely on different footing The mamn theme of Jainism
rests on renunciation while otheis do gloriffy in mundane pomps
and decorations The others prefer all those decorations and charms
i order to satisfy their sexual 1mpulse or arouse a sense of awe,
which 1s totally absent 1n Jamn Iconographical Art Naturally then,
the image of Bahubali was not meant to serve as a highest specimen
of decorative art like that of Dankhanacharya’s Hoyasala Art,or the
grandeur of Egyptian gods who symbolised authority, unlimited
pride and vamity, or the Roman Art based on the vanity of their
national emmence, but to carve out a samnt absorbed in seeking
after self, though evidently in his body, but by profession, far and
far away not only from his body but the world itselft The
sculptor has marvellously been successful in depicting the
highest sense of 1enunciation, self control, inner bhiss and supreme
attainment with the profound expression of serenity touched with
graceful smile and all other main characteristics of Jamm Iconogra-
phical Art, and 1t was, indeed, well-mgh an impossible job to carye
all these characteristics in an 1dol out of a rough cliff except but for
an exceptionally master-artisan. The colossus of Gommateshvara
provides a specimen of Jamn ethics incarnate combined with highest
articulate technique. It seems that this figure of Gommateshvara
evidently defines both Jain philosophy and Jain Iconographical Art
at the same time

More than a century ago, Sir Arthur Wellesley (afterwards the
Great Duke of Wellington, and Governer-Generol of India from
1798-1805 A D) turned aside from the conquests of 4th Mysorean
War aganst Tippu Sultan i 1799 to have a gaze at this mysterious
figure and expressed his wonder for the amount of labour 1t involved
and also for 1ts superior workmanship and marked artistic technique

On both the sides of the image of Gommateshvara, a Iitle ‘
to front, are two chourt-bearers about 6 ft high, very beautifally
carved and richly ornamented The one to the right bemnga
yaksha and other to the left s a Yakshi. They hold a fruit mn their
hands as an emblem of an offering To the left of the colossus 15 2
circular stone-basin called ¢ Lalit Sarovara ’ (lovely pond) and 1t
is mentioned 1n an nscription on the ant-hill,

€
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The mandapa or a pillared hall in front of Gommat is
Uecorated with nine well-carved ceilings. Eaght of them have figures
of Ashta-Digpals and the middle figure is that of the Indra holding
a Kalasha for anointing Gommat. All the cellings are artistically
executed They were built by Baldeva Mantri in the early 12th
century A.D and the railings aiound the statue were built by
Bharatmayya in about 1160 A D

Around the court with its 1images of 23 Tirthankaras (curiously
enough there 1s no 1mage of Padmaprabhu out of 43 images installed
here) one passes into the numerous side-shrines where formerly due
to extreme dark no 1dol was distinctly visible, but now the whole
hill and 1ts shrines have been fitted with electric light, so these idols
are quite visible.  Lastly one climbs to the flat roof of the cloister
to get a better view of the great central figure. More and more
one sees the colossus from the closer corners, more and more he
feels fascinated with 1ts superb beauty and perfection  His head 1s
low 1n reverence to'the Saint and the probable sculptor Arishtanemi
for such an extra-ordinary creation. On closer scrutiny it
becomes quite clear that nothing escaped of the aitisan’s attention
which was needed to make it a ¢ Wonder of the World’ for
thousands of years yet to come.

This colossal 1mage 1s not only one of its kind, but in fact,
is by far the largest and the best There are two more but a bit
smaller stone hewn figures of Gommateshvar within the radius of
150 miles from Shravanbelgola One is at Karkal, and the other
at Venur, both 1n the South Kanara District of Madras Province,
Which lie within the radius of 60 miles fiom Moodbidr1 A third
one is also to be found at the Ellora Jain Caves along with Indra
Sabha which 1s by far smaller 1 s1ze. A special feature of 1t lies in
respect of numerous serpents suriounding the central Gommateshvar
mstead of a creeper as is a common feature with all these three
1mages of this sixde So far I think, Ellora Gommateshvar is the
first and also the last of its kind in the north of Godavari.
Pilgrims going to Moodbidri should make a pomnt to pay visits to
the other three Gommateshvaras at Gommatagiri, Karkal, and
Venur All these Gommateshvaras are built with the same salient
features butare lower 1n artistic calibre.

e WHO WAS CHAMUNDARAYA ?

It 1s indeed a thousand pities that we do not have an authentic
account of lifc of such an illustrious bannerman hikhe Chamundaraya,
who virtually donated everything belonging to him in the glorifica-
tion of Jamnism in those ages which by no means present a happy
readig. It was he who bv self-less manmifestation of glory of Jainism
tried once more to 1evive 1t and 1ts noble ethics which were showing

3
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clear signs of gradual decay. It 1s exclusively due to him and such
other 1llustrious donors Iike Gangaraj that Jainism yet servives i
the South.

His father Mahaballayva and giand-father Govindmayya were
trusted servants of the royal Ganga family and had served it for
many years with great distinction under the King Marsing II. Like
his 1llustrious parents Ghamundaraya too had distinguished himself
in Marsing’s campaigns and had displayed remarhable valom and
personal gallantry particulaily 1n the wars against Nolamba, a Pallava
King He not only did frustrate all the designs of the usurpers after
the death of Marsing (II) but also placed Rachamull (IV) on the
throne by strongly suppressing all the clements of disaffection and
discord ruthlessly It was due to this war-like and brave Com-
mander-Minister who waged unending wais agamst the hostile
neighbours and refractory chief fuedatoizes He stoimed the fort
of Uchhangt and conquered it. This foit was considered to be
impregnable one by all, being protected by chain of lofty hills. In the
second war, he defeated the mighty armies of Vajvaldeva, brother of
Patalmull in the battle of Khedag: In the next battle he hilled
Prabhuvanvir at Bayelur. He ruthlessly suppressed the fuedatories,
viz , Raja, Basa, Shivara, Kumanha, and brought them under
the subjugation of his master Rachamull (1V) By showing his great
valour and unstinted devotion in the cause of the State, he was
honoured by titles hke Vir Martanda, Rana Rang Singha, Samar
Dhurandhar, Vani-Kul-Kal danda, Bhujas ihram,Vatamar etc., with
rich endowments from time to time

Though he was the Napolean of his time 1n the South, but he
was by no means less enthusiastic or lacked in what we call fine arts,
like poetry or prosody Itis now an admitted fact that he was equally
a pen master as he was the holder of the sword in the battle field.
He wrote in 978 AD an epic 1in Kannad called ¢ Chamundaraya
Purana’ mamly in prose, which mitiated Kannad prose. In this
work Chamundaraya has virtually excelled at many places in
praise of Jamn tirthankaras. In his work he has used a number of
Sanskrit, Tamil and Prakrit woirds with then derivations which
prove beyond doubts what a wonderful command he had over these
languages He was undoubtedly the contemporary of poet Pampa—
the author of Kannad Adipurana, which 1s considered to be one of
the rare works in Kannad literature and 1s prescribed for the degree
of M A 1 many Universities in south India. ~

He was the disciple of Acharya Ajitsain and 1t 1s 1nscribed in
one of the mscriptions that the King Marsing (1I) peiformed Salle-
khana 1n the presence of Ajtsain at Bankapur. His only son
Jindevanna was also his disciple  He was honoured with a title of
¢ Raya’ for bullding this colossus of Gommateshvara here It 18
recorded that though he had unlimited powers and authority, yet

L3
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he was very simple and kind to every body. He had no grain of self-
pride or ego, and was ever 1eady to do every thing in the promotion
of the welfare of Jainism and Jain monks in those critical days in
South India when Jainism was being attacked from all sides. It was
he who saved 1t from 1ts doom and complete annihilation. It 1s said
about him that he never utteied a lie even 1n jest and for thisreason
only he was given a title of ‘Satyvak Yudhishthir’ Jainism had no
second Chamundaraya after his death and downfall of Jammism 1n

South could not be checked any more, so now we see 1t at its lowest
ebb !

II

MAHA - MASTAKABHISHEKA.

An ancient legend tells the following story about the colossus
which, in all probabilities was responsible for the introduction
of a ritual known as ¢ Mahamastakabhisheka’, which takes place
once m ten or twelve years. When Chamundaraya had finally
completed the image he resolved to peiform ¢ Panchamritabhisheka’
ceremony, 1e., bathing of the image with five liquids, viz , milk,
butter, honey, sugar, and water with a f{aint air of vamty. Vast
quantities of these things were collected in many hundreds of
pots, but to the intense annoyance and wonder of Chamundaraya,
when the liquids were poured from a great scaffolding upon the
head of the image they would not flow below the waist of Gomma-
teshvara. He tried agaimn and again but in vain, and thus the
mtention of bathing the image from head to foot was frustrated.
Then a celestial nymph Kushmandin1 appeared disguised as an old
poor woman, holding the five liquids in a small silver pot and
declared that she could accomplish what the valient commander
had failed to achieve. Chamundaraya first laughed at the suggestion
but later permitted her to make the attempt, whereupon she
poured out the contents of her small silver pot, and lo, the sacred
liqmd at once flowed down and completely bathed the image!
This old woman was none else but Gullikayiyj: and her devtoion did
a miracle which mighty minister like Chamundaraya could not do.
Hge accepted his defeat at the feet of an humble devotee and he

‘»fmmortalised his uiter defeat also by erecting Gullikayiyp’s image
Just opposite to the colossus outside the door. No better homage
could ever have been paid by a vanquished to his victor 1n more
dignified manner than this!

Two things resulted from that time - the place began to be called
* Belgola ** (Belliya Gola means a small pot or a tank of pure water)
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and periodically the great mmage got to be bathed by its Jain
guardians and pilgiims who gather for the ceremony. The first
mention of this rite 1s traced as back as the year 1398 A.D  The
last three ceiemonies were held respectively m 1910 (30-3-10), 1926
(14-3 25) and 1940 (24-3-40) The next ceremony 1s going to be
held on the 5th March 1953. This festival of anownting the
mmage 15 called ¢ Mahamastakabhisheka ” which means, the
great head-anointing ceremony, and 1t requires a certain rare
conjunction of the heavenly bodies for 1ts observation  The huge
proportions of the graceful colossus, whose head 1s anointed on that
day by thousands of priests and pugrims gives to the ritual an
mmpressive character This festival begins about a fortnight earlier
and termunates after a fortnight of the Mahamastakabhisheka.
Between these two dates there are various festivals including Pancha

Kalyan Pujas.

The written records are available to establish the Mahamasta-
kabhishekas having taken place in the following years —

1, 1398 AD —Mentioned 1n Inscription No 105 at Shravan-
belgola Theie 1s also a mention therein to the
effect that one Panditarya did perform seven
Mahamastahabhishekas like this prior to it,

2 1612 A.D.—Mentioned by poet Panchabana of its being
performed by Shant: Varni,

3. 1659 AD —Peiformed by H H Maharaja Dodda Devaraja
Wadiyar Bahadur of Mysore,

4, 1675 A D —Performed by H H Maharaja Chikka Devaraﬁi
Wadiyar Bahadur of Mysore ,

5 1677 A D.—Mentioned by poet Anant of 1ts being perform-
ed by Vishalaksha, the Mmister of H.H
Chikka Devaraja Wadiyar Bahadur of Mysore ;

6. 1800 A.D —Performed by HH Maharaja Bhummad!
Krishnaraja Wadiyar (IV) Bahadur of Mysore

7 1825 A D.—Mentioned by Pandit Shantiraj of its being
performed by HH Maharaja Krishnaraja
Wadiyar (II1) of Mysore,

8. 1827 AD —Mentioned 1n inscription No 98 at Shravan-
, belgola , K

9. 1871 A D —Mentioned 1n Indian Antiquery;

10 1887 A.D —Mentioned in'Epigraphica Carnatica, Vol. 2,
Shravanbelgola, pp 18-19, performed by
Kolhapur Mutt Bhattarak Laxmisen at the
expenses of Rs 30,000 -
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GATEWAY TO THE OUTER ENCLOSURE
After ascending 500 steps one ccmes to this door and enters the outer enclosure
containing eight Temples
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OUDEGAL BASTI

On the high pedestal stands this magnificent Temple Its outer wall 1s supported
by props (Oudegals) and so acquired 1ts name
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TYAGAD BRAHMADEVA PILLAR
This 18 one of the most historical pillars on the

\mdhy’!gm It was built by Chamundaray
—the builder of the colossus.
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TYAGAD BRAHMADEVA STAMBHA

Stands under a pavilion Due to some mishap, this pillar
1s not hanging any more, as 1t used to do  Numerous
iscriptions of great historical value are mscribed on it.



INSCRIPTIONS ON THE IMAGE

On the ant-hill to the left of the colossus there are inscriptions 1n Marathi, Kannada and Malayals
announcing that this image was caused to be built by Chamundaray and the mner enclosure Was
built by Gangaray in 1116 A D)

t
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11, 1900 A.D.—Mentioned m Indian Antiquery ;

* 12, 1910 A D —Resolution passed for opening Jam Boarding
Schools under the scheme of Danvir Seth
Manekchand Huachand, J.P., and Biahmchari
Sitalprasadji of Bombay;

13. 1925 A D.—H. H. Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar (IV)
presided over All India Digamber Jamn Con-
ference and an address was piesented to him
by late Shri M.L, Vardhmaniah under the
presidentship of Sir Sarupchandji Hukam-
chandji, Kt., Indore. The surplus of Rs. 72,000/~
was deposited with Muzrai Department, Mysore,
under “ Mahamastakabhisheka Fund ;

14, 1940 A.D.—H.H. Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadu:
of Mysore attended 1t in presence of lakhs of
Jains. It was for this first time that this ceremony
was wholly and solely managed by the Muzrai
Department of Mysoie State, instead of All
India Digamber Jain Tirthakshetra Commuttee,
Bombay, which managed 1910 and 1925
Mastakabhishekas, and thus this tirtha shipped
from the hands of Jain Community for ever.

Months before the festival 1s due, a scaffolding composed of
thousands of strong bamboos is bwlt around the statue-of
Gommateshvar, so that the priests can pour on 1ts head the fifteen
libations required for anointing.

e Two-hundred-thousand pilgrims of the Jain sect gather at the
town of Shravanbelgola on the day of bath  They come from all
parts of India and in the crowd one can pick out Punjabis, Bengalies,
Gujaratis, Tamails, and fair-skinned Lalajis from north India, all
of them 1n holiday attire which makes the scene really a colourful
spectacle

On the mo1ning of the Panchamrilabhisheka the court~yard before
the colossus 1s strewn with layers of fresh paddy. On this green
caipet, one thousand-and-eight coloured pots filled with sacred water
are arranged 1n rows, sticking out from the mouth of each, a
cocoanut with ceremonial dressing of mango leaves fastened with
coloured sacied twine, Out of these 1,008 pots, 900 a:e used for the
first anointing, 103 pots for the second, and only five pots for the

yaird and last anomting.

When ceiemony 1s due to stait, a number of Jain piiests take
up their stations on the scaffoldings Each holds in his hands one
clay-pot brimming over with milk, and one with ghee At a
signal of the officiating dignatory, they start the bath by pouring
the potfulls of milk over the image. Then ghee follows,

3
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After these prchiminary anomntings, Gommateshvar is worshipped
till noon by the Jain priestss On the stroke of 1 o’clock, the great
Mahamastakabhishcka begins The Maharajas of Mysoie State
have ever been the gieatest pations of the colossus since the very
remote past and 1t 1s they who have a hercditary privilege of perform-
mg the first puja of the colossus at this occasion

As the appomted hour diaws near, the thousand priests climb
to thewr places on the scaffolding with pots of water  Suntable
music 1s played by the temple musicians while the priests chant
hymns and prayers fiom the Jam sacied texts  Mcanwhile the vast
assembly of the pilgrims shouts ovations of Gommatcshvar  Then
at the bidding of the master of the ceremony, the thousand pots of
water aic cmptied over the mimage

Followimg these :baths 15 other offerings are showered upon
Gommateshvai 1n the following order —

1 Water, 2 Cocoanut, 3 Plantains, t Jaggery, 5. Ghee,
6 Sugai, 7. Almonds, 8 Datcs, 9. Poppy-sceds. 10, Mill,
11 Qurds. 12, Sandal. 13 Gold Flowers, 14 Siver Flowers,
15, Silver coins.

All the while worshippers, and their faces turned to the 1mage
go on crymng °faya, Jaya, Mahargya (Victory, Victory to Lord)’
1t was during this cciemony that the image was agamn measured,
scaffolding maling 1t possible

The earliest Mahamastalabhisheha on 1ecord took place mn
1398 AD and the latest in 1940, The following account of the cere-
mony held i 1887 15 quoted from Epigraphica Carnatika, Vol.
Shravanbelgola, pp. 18-19.—

1887—MAHAMASTAKABHISHEKA

¢« The 14th March last was the day of anomnting for the statue
of Gommateshvar It wasa great day, in anticipation of which
20,000 pilgrims gathcred there fiom all paits of India  There were
Bengalies, Gujaraties and Tamil people in great numbers. Some
arrived a full month before the time 21d the stream continued to
flow until the afternoon of the day of the gieat festival. For a
whole month there was daily woiship in all the temples, and
Padapuja (worship of the feet) of the gieat 1dol besides  On the
great day, the 14th, the people began to ascend the hill even befqre
dawn 1n the hope of securing good places from which to see ev«%\’
thmg Among them were laige numbeis of women and girls 1
very bright attire, carrying brass o1 carthen pots with them By
ten o’clock all available spacc i the temple enclosure was filled
Opposite the 1dol. an area of 40 sq feet, was strcwn with bright
yellow paddy, on which were placed 1,008 gaily pamted earthenware
pots filled with sacred water, covered with cocoanuts and adorne
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yith mango leaves. Around the image was scaffolding on which
stood several priests, each having at hand pots filled with ghee,
miulk and such alike things At a signal fiom the Kolhapur Swami
(Shr1 Laxmisain Bhattarak), the master of the ceremomies, the
contents of these vessels were poured sumultancously over the head
of the 1dol. This was a sort of preliminary bath, but the grand
bath took place at 2 o’clock Amid the horrible dissonance of
many wstruments the thousand pots already mentioned were lifted
if by magic from the reserved area to the scaffolding and all then
contents poured over the image, the priests meanwhile chanting
texts from the sacied books  Evidently the people were much
impressed. There were mingled cries of ¢ Faya, Faya, Maharajah,”
and  Ahahka, Ahaha ’—the distinctive exclamations of northern
and southern Indians to mark the wonder and approval. In the
final anomting 15 different substances weie used, namely, water,
cocoanut-milk, plantains, jaggety, ghee, sugar, almonds, dates,
poppy-seeds, milk, cuids, sandal, gold floweis, silver flowers and
silver coms. With the gold and silver floweis there were mined
nine varleties of precious gems, and silver comns to the amount of
Rs, 500 completed the offering.”

1910-MAHAMASTAKARHISHEXA

The 1910-Mahamastakabhisheka also proved out to bea great
success from the social pomnt of view All India Digamber Jain
Conference held 1ts special convocation at this juncture. Among the
resolutions that weic passed was one concerning the opening of new
Boarding Schools at all the important cities through-out India, and
spch nstitutions were opened at Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Sholapur,
Kolhapur, and many other places in consonance to the above resolu-
tion Itis said that Danvir Seth Manikchand Hirachand, J P,
Bombay, and Brahmachar1 Sitalpiasadjt took a pioneer part in
bimnging out the said resolution, and the said Sethji declared a
munificient donation on his behalf for opening Boarding Schools at
several places and thus set an ideal example to other Jain
philanthropists to open their pursesin the interest of the community.

1925—MAHAMASTAKABHISHEEA

The 1925-Mahamastakabhisheka was held on the 14th March
and was marked by a new and characteristically a most modern
feature The presence of hundreds of thousands of Jains from all
over India was availed of as an opportunity of holding a session of

11l India Digamber Jain Conference and the special session of Mysore
Jain Education Fund Association unde: the woithv presidentship of
H.H the Mysore Mahaiaja Siur Krishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadur
GCS.I, GBE, who while welcoming the Jamm community at
laige paid a veiy glowing waim tiibute to the past Jain
Poets and Pandits who made a single contribution to Kannad
literature in 1ts mitial stage The whole speech of the Mahaiaja
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1s saturated with sense of high gratitute to the self-less services of
the late Jain authors and as such stands unparalleled 1n the history
of Jains and Jamism Every sentence of that speech 1s full of high
emotions and love for Jainism, Shiavanbelgola and Jain Commu-
nity alike A few sentencesof the speech of the said Mahataja are
quoted he:rebelow .—

GOMMATESHVARA’S SPIRITUAL EMPIRE

“It gives me a great pleasure to be with you on the solemn and
auspicious occasion like the present when you have assembled m
such large numbers from all parts of India for such a holy purpose.
In welcoming this All India gathering of Jains to the land of
Mysore, I can not forget that this land 1s to them a land of
pilgrimage, consecrated by some of the holiest traditions and
tenderest memories of their faith.,  This 1s the holy spot sacred to
the Munishvar Gommat, whom tradition represents to have been
the younge:r biother of Bharat,—the eponymous Emperor of
Bharatvarsha The land of Mysore, therefore, symbolises Gommat’s
spiritual empire as Bharatvarsha stands for the empire for his
brother Bharat.”

SIGNAL SERVICL TO KANNAD LITERATURE

“But Jamnism repaid the debt, for Jainism, not only did create our
Kannad literature but also inspired some of the noblest master-pieces
of that literature in 1ts early history, and Jain learned men have
ever smce continued to render signal service to 1t.”

GREATNESS OF JAINISM o

¢ No less memorable have been the services of Jainism to the
evolution of India’s spiritual and philosophic Iiffe  Jainism has
cultivated certain aspects of that life which have broadened India’s
religious outlook It is not merely that Jamism has aimed at
carrying Ahimsa to 1ts logical conclusion undeterred by the
practicalities of the world, 1t 1s not only that Jamism has attempted
to perfect the doctrine of the spiritual conquest of Matter 1n 1ts
doctrine of the Jina,—what 1s unique mm Jainism among Indian
religions and philosophical systems 1s that 1t had sought Emancipa-
tion 1n an upward movement of the Spirit towards the realm of
Infinitude and Transcedence —and that 1t has made Power, Will,
Character, 1 one word Charitra, an integral element of perfection
side by side with Knowledge and Faith And Jamnism has sought< .
harmony of all religions and of all philosophical and dialictical
standpoints, 1n its Sarvadharma and Anekantvada At the other
end of scales, 1n 1ts rock-cut sculptured architecure, Jainism has
created a new style, and carried 1t to a pitch of excellence which
places the glories of Mount Abu side by side with the mausoleum of
the Taj among the architectural wonders of the world,”
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Such a glowing expression of gratitute can only come from a
generous heart who has nothing but sympathies and - great love
towards Shravanbelgola. Jainism and Kannad Iiterature = Shravan-
belgola 1s indeed the great seat of Munishwar Gommat’s spiritual
Empire!

A brief news of this event appeared i *Vir’—a pirominent
Jain weekly of Delh1 thus —

¢ On the 15th March 1925, H H. the Maharaja Krishnaraja
Wadiyar Bahadur of Myso: e with his two brothers-in-law went to hill
and got performed the Mahamastakabhishek of the image on his
behalf, The management was excellent. About 30,000 people partook
the ceremony out of which 5,000 were present on the Vindhyagir:
while the 1est took their seats on the Chandragir: from where they
could have most satisfactory view of the ritual Maharaja donated
Rs. 5,000 for the ceremony He got worshipped the image with
eight libations and made sushtangz~-namaskars to 1t He also bowed
to the Bhattaiakji Maharaj and presented him Rs. 500/. The
preliminaiy anointing ceremony was performed with great pomp
and m peace.”

SALIENT FEATURES OF 1940—MAHAMASTAKABHISHEKA

1. Sanction was accoided in Government Order No 877-Muz,
28-2, dated 4th November 1938 for the celebrations of Maha-
mastakabhisheka ceremony in February 1940 (This was the first
time that Mysore Government took up the direct management of
this function, which was performed by All India Digamber Jain
Tirthakshetra Commattee 1n 1910 and 1925, and has Rs. 75,000/—
Tying unused since then!)

2 There were about five commuittees to look after the welfare
and provide for every kind of amenities to the pilgrims,

8 Kalsas —The disposal of different classes of Kalsas and
the names of persons who offered the highest bid at the fAaraj are
given here-below For purpose of sale, the Kalsas were divided in
four categories as follows, viz,, —

1. Gold Kalsas 51
2 Silver Kalsas 300
3 German-silver Kalsas 300
4  PBrass Kalsas 357

Total Kalsas 1008

—

Out of the 51 gold Kalsas, only one was bid for Rs. 8,001/~
by Doshi Kewalchand Ugaichand, Phaltan, and another was bid
for Rs 8,500/- by Shri Motichand Bhaichand Shioff, Baramati.
The 1est of the Kalsas were disposed of at different rates
ranging from Rs, 501/~ and upwards. Out of 300 silver Kalsas, 128

-
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were disposed of at a uniform ratc of Rs 111/- each with one excep-
tion which was bid fo1 Rs. 301/- by Dhannalalj of Indore. Out of 300
German silver Kalsas 88 weie disposed of at a uniformrate of Rs 25/-
each, and out of 357 biass Kalsas 278 were sold at Rs Rs 7/~ each,
Thus the realisation from the sale of Kalsas amounted to Rs 77,193,

General.—The preliminary Pujas of the ceremony commenced on
the 11th Februaiy and the AMahamastakabhisheka took place on the
26th February 1940 very successfully in the august presence of
(late) His Highness Su Krishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadur and Prince
(now Hius Highness the Mahaiaja) Shr1 Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar
who arrived at Shravanbelgola at 7-30 am that day Their High-
nesses went up the hill m procession which created an inspiration of
joy 1n the minds of lakhs of people that had assembled there The first
Puja was performed to the sacred image by (late) His Highness
Mahaiaja Krishnaraja Wadryar Bahadur at 9-30 a m  after which
several other pujas were performed by the Jamn devotees Their
Highnesses after peiforming the worship, alighted from the hill
accompanied by His Holiness the Swamiji, Sir Seth Hukamchandj,
several officers and citizens, and after paying a visit to Shri Jain
Mutt, proceeded to the Reception Committee His Highness Sir
Krishnaraja Wadiyar accompanied by the Prince (now His
Highness the Maharaja) Shr1 Jayachamaiajendra Wadiyar opened
the Conference at 4 p m held under the auspicious of All India
Digamber Jain Mahasabha.

LIST OF BIDBERS OF GOLD KALSAS FOR MORE THAN Rs 561

1 Doshi Kewalchand Ugarchand, Phaltan Rs 8,001
2  Onkarjt Kasturchandji, Indore Rs 6,102 &~
3 Motichand Bhaichand Shioff, Baiamat: . Rs 38,600
4 Raghuchandra Ballal, Mangaloie Rs. 2,201
5  Sidhurmalji, Delhi Rs 2,201
6 Loonkaranji Madanmohanji, Ujjan Rs 2,200
7  Su Sarupchandjt Hukamchandj, Indoie Rs 2,100

The following bade for Rs 1101/~ each —

8 A K A Dharnappa, Tumkur, 9 Sahu Shantiprasad
Jam, Dalmianagar, 10  Jokhiram Magniraj, Calcutta, 11
Brahmappa  Tavanappavar, Devangere, 12 Jawahirmalp
Gambhirmaly, Galcutta, 13 Babu Nirmalkumarjy, Arrah, 14.
Chandulal Gulabchand, 15 G K D Bhurmaiah, Mysore, 16
H S Puttaswamaiah, Hassan, 17 Jawahairmal Champalal,
Calcutta, 18 Tularam Nathmal, Calcutta, 19  Ganeshilal \'
Premsukh, Patna, 20 Premasukh Pannalal, Calcutta.

Rest 32 Jains bade Rs 501 for each Kalsa The total amount
recetved under this head amounted to Rs 58,548/-

129 Silver Kalsas fetched Rs 14,499/-, 88 German-Silver Kalsas
Rs, 2200/-, and 281 Brass Kalsas a total sum of Rs. 1946/- only:

[}
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TRAFFIC FACILITIES. |

The following traffic facilihes were allowed to the pilgrims
attending the 1940-Mahamastakabhisheka Ceremony —

»

1. Posters were got printed and distributed to all the Railways for
exhibition at the important Jain centres  Folders on Shravan-
belgola were got printed through the Publicity Officer to the
Government of Mysore and distributed to the public;

9. Concession return tickets were 1ssued locally on this Railway to
Arsikere, Hassan and French Rocks (Pandavapura) from stations
situated at 75 miles and above Concession 1n fares was allowed
one anna per return mile by second class and 13 Mail-fare for
the double-journey by third class, *

{
3. Numerous special trains were 1un between Hassan-Arsikere,
Hubl1-Arsikere, and Mysore-Arsikere.

On the 26th February 1940, the Mahamastakabhisheka was
graced by (late) H H. the Maharaja of Mysore, Sir Shri Krishna-
raja Wadiyar Bahadur who was accompanied by the Prince Jaya
Chamarajendra Wadiyar (the present H H ithe Maharaja). The rush
of the pilgrims increased enormously on and from the 24th February
to 28th February due to important functions on the Hill

. 111
‘ CHANDRAGIRI (CHIKKABETTA)

Quutting the presence of colossus, let us descend the rock-steps
of Vindhyagiri. In doing so, we get a wonderful view of the sister-
hill Chandragiri, that rises precipitieously on the other side of
Shravanbelgola village. Though 1t is somewhat smaller 1n size
and lower i height than the Vindhygiri hill, 1t 1s held in yet
higher esteem than the former, firstly because, it has the Bhadrabahu’s
Cave where Bhadrabahu-the last Shrutakewal of Digamber sect and
avery prominent Acharya of his age died here  Secondly,
1t acquired great importance to every student of Indian History, as
there are numeious mscriptions of very old origm which authenti-

, cally establish account of the last days of the Ist Mourya Emperor—

“Chandragupta Mourya (Ist authentic Emperor of Iudia, who
conquered Seluekus Nicator. a Greek King of Bactria, and who 1s
mentioned 1 Greek History wunder the name of ¢ Sandrcottes > who
ruled not only the North India but also the countiies Iike Afghani-
stan, Baluchistan, Kashmere and Bactria from 321 to 296 B.C.) are
found heie.
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No historian worth the name has been able to account for the last
days of the Ist Indiann Emperor and history books are silent in this’
respect No other authentic proofs are available t6 disprove or contra-
dict these insciiptions. The thnd reason for its being held more
sacred than the Vindhyagu1 1s not far to seck. It 1s virtually strewn
with 16 ancient temples and hundreds of stone hewn inscriptions
i commemozation of those monks and laities (Shravakas) who quitted
after due observance of Sallehhana, amonst whom some were the
Kings of mighty domains and also the people from every walk of Iife.
Some of them came here journeying from fai for only obsetvance of
Sallekhana leaving their vast wordly possessions and dear and near
ones for ever The untold inherent sufferings and dismal ultimate
result of their vow did not daunt them in the least It behoves from
their conduct as 1f they were waiting very eagerly since very long for
these auspicious moments with deep faith in  Jammism which
emboldened them to sacrifice their lives in anticipation of ahigher
spiritual attamnment, and thus set examples of the highest sacrifices
m preservation of oneof the principal tenets of Jamnism by such an
occulai physical demonstration than one by mere precepts from holy
scriptures.

Chandragir: 1s smaller than Vindhyagiri by 294 ft 1n' height
It 1s about 175 ft above the plain, and therefore i1s called Chikha-
betta. In Kannad the word ¢ Chikka ’> means ¢ smaller ’ and ¢ Betta’
the ¢hill’> Numerous references are found in Sanskrit and
Prakrit Jain and non-Jain works about 1t under the surname of ‘Kata-
vapra’ in the former and ¢ Katvalpu ’ or ¢ Kalvappu ’ in the latter
Between these two hills and with a fine lake 1 1ts centre, graceful
palm alround adorned with rich green paddy-fields stretched to thg
extreme horizon, wrapt in religeous sanctity and grand bewitching
scenery down make the petty village of Shravanbelgola really a
grand enchantment Chandragiri stands in utter solitude and consists
of a number of caves—where absolute calm and quiet ever reign
supteme So 1t 1s no wonder and one needs not to go far to seek a
reason why Bhadrabahu should have selected 1t for meditation
and also to quit his body at last Chandragir: even to-day possesses
all those charms which make 1t an 1deal Tapobkum: for Jain monks
The climate of the place 1s temperate through out the year. It 1s
free from all kinds of nuisances such as mosquitoes, flies, bugs or
alike It 1s endowed with that soothy atmosphere which 1s most
essential for deep meditation in solitude

The sanctity of this hill dates back from the 8rd century B.G,_
if not more, and happily much of its story has been revealed by the
inscriptions no less than about 800, out of which about 450 have with
immense labour and great skijl been patiently copied and translated
by Mr Lewis Rice, GI'E,M R A S, Director of Archaeological
Researches to the Government of Mysore It goes without saying
that several years were required for completion of the task. Now

<
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(Late) H H MAHARAJA SIR KRISHNARAJ WADIYAR BAHADUR

RECEIVES AN ADDRESS
—~Mahamastakabhisheka 1s memorable for more than one reason Mysore Jam

ducation Association held 1ts special session on this occasion and an address was

1925
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presented to the late Maharaja 1In picture late Seth Vardhmaniah 1s seen

reading the address

WM .,w.uﬂv
4.;/
u“furww
x.ﬁ Jl,
& e
woR
XM © >
L
By oa
- r«wf
A
.qéw» ”
s
¥
MJJ. u»
M.. T e
»
F 4y
P
f\.u“w
¢
I 4
4 &
i %
Al
P
{
5
&
3
2
%
3
L
14
H
Ly
* g
{
E¥
’
nt
X
Sy
P
n
ban
|

o

- e
ey MQW
AL
ALY
3 mw.mgﬂﬂlw
5 M v "2
. am.w?
v.r 3 B
N
4 ¢ ML
3 M *
Wﬁs& m }
Y '
uﬂﬂxw.pﬂr +
. i »«Mﬂ
¥
H g
3 Wm s

T
£ - <
" e <
* .x)mxn ~ mﬁ. - Hmﬂﬂl
Ay Pt
LAY
Oy oags

SIR HUKUMCHANDJI DELIVERS HIS PRESIDENTAL ADDRESS
A special sesston of All India Digamber Jain Conference was held here on this

occasion under the presidentship of Sir Hukumchandj1 of Indore
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(Late) H H MAHARAJA SIR KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR BAHADUR PRESIDES
OVER THE 1925—DIGAMBER JAIN CONFERENCE
On this occasion he delivered the Inaugural Address

(Late) SETH M L VARDHMANIAH OF MYSORE
Success of the 1910 and 1925 Mahamastahabhishahas go to s credit  Due to
his emulative zeal for Jains and Jainism, he was the most favourite Jamn leader in those
days and Founder President of the Mysore Jain Association and established a
Jain Boarding School at Mysore
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these translatioas are available in almost all muséums in India and
*abroad. A Hindi Edition of the same has also been published in. the
¢ Manikchand Gianthamala Series’, edited by Prof Dr. Hiralal Jain,
M.A ,LL B ,Ph.D, and 1s priced at Rs 2 Though 1t 1s outside the
pale of this treatise to give full texts of such inscriptions, yet some of
them have been quoted herein with their English renderings to show
the nature of these mscriptions.

IMPORTANT HISTORICAL EVENT

A legend which 1s supported by Jain sciiptures and traditions,
and also by the insci1ptions of Shiavanbelgola, and which has never
been contiadicted by any histoi1an of note, 1s given herebelow, which
provides a data to fulfil one of the most important gap in the Indian
History. Every historian has made mention of Chandragupta
Mourya, the founder of the Mourya dynasty and the giand:father of
Ashok the-great. Much of his caily career and aftermath have
been established and recorded in the books of History, but no
mention 1s found about the last days after he resigned fiom his vast
empire and adopted Jain hermitage The'legend goes thus.—

Somewhere about the year 290 B C., a famous Jamm Acharya
Bhadrabahu led a big migiation of Jains fiom north India towaids
the South to escape from a period of 12 years famine, which he him-
self had predicted  One of his disciples was named Chandragupta
and 1t 1s practically certamn that 1t was none other than the
famous Mourya Emperor who ruled over vast areas mn North
India 1n the year from 821 to 296 BC. A Jain tradition declares
that on the night of a fullmoon, Chandragupta , had sixteen
dreams which were interpreted for him by Bhadrabahu Acharya
The prediction of a famine 1 which numbers would die of starvation
still further impressed the Emperor and he resigncd the throne in
favour of his eldest son Bimbisar, and adopted Pancha Mahaviatas (the
vows) of Jain hermitage and accompanied Shri1 Bhadrabahu Acharya
and his 12,000 disciples 1 the southward migration On reach-
Ing what is now called the Mysore State, they drew near to the
twin hills that overshadow Shravanbelgola Here 1t was revealed to
Acharya Bhadrabahu that he was about to die, so-he sent his follow-
ers onward further south to Chola and Pandya kingdoms under the
leadership of Vishakhachaiya, an Ardha shrutkewalr, keeping only
one attendant-disciple Chandragupta, and then he climbed the low-
er hill and died there 1n a cave among the rocks The erstwhile
Emperor-disciple remained heie at least for a dozen years after and

*practised asceticism upon this hill where his Acharya had expired.
We 1ead of ‘spending his time 1 woishipping his master’s foot-
prints and his hair grew to a thick mass, and he devoted his life in

_ purifactory meditations and there i solitariness he died.’

From that time the hill acquiired special sanctity, and began to
be called ‘Chandiagiri’, after the name of this imperial-ascetic

G
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Chandragupta. The cave where Bhadrababu Acharya dicd is
sacred, but the spot where Chandragupta breathed his last became
even more sacred The cave of Bhadrabahu s still shown and
it 15 visited by the pilgrims 1n  great numbers and so the
Chandragupta Basti—a small Jamn temple, which was built to
mark the place where Chandragupta died It 1s very small m
dimension as 1t internally measures 19 ft. x 15 ft only It 1s impossible
to establish the date of 1ts eicction Of course, there are signs
indicating alterations which might have been made from time to
time, yet 1t 1s undoubtedly very very ancient A remarhable stone-
screen was built afterwards 1n front of 1t giving 1n 90 small panels
of bas-relief the story of Bhadrabahu and Chandragupta, This
screen 1s also very ancient but 1t appears to be subsequently rebuilt
most probably in the 12th century Then a temple .and a pillared
portico were builtin front of 1t and so the whole shrine was
practically hidden.

There are about 560 stone-hewn mscriptions all around this
small Bast1 of Chandragupta recording the deaths of Jain monhs
and laities With a few exceptions they are in what are called
Hale (archaic) Kannad characters and are engraved either on the
horizontal face of the rocks, where they have been exposed to every
visissitude and the vagaries of weathers of the past centuries after
centuries, o1 else, on prepared slabs or pillars of blach hoinblends
protected by mandaps (pavilions) from weather These inscriptions
are very numerous and date from the remote times of Chandragupta
(earliest authenticated date 1n Indian History)to as late as 1880A D
They mainly deal with -

(1) The exploits of old kings and Skravakas about 40 1nscr1pti0nsw )
(2) Buldings or enlargements of temples  about 100 inscriptions,

(3) The dates of Jamn ascetics etc who
died here performing Sallekhana  about 100 insciiptions,

(4) Monuments raised by pilgrims bearing
their names about 160 mscriptions,

(3) Other historical events recorded about 160 inscriptions.

A very numerous inscriptions relate to the fact that hereunder
the shrine of Chandragupta, men and women depaited fiom this
world after having observed ¢ Sallekhana > with a mention of the
period of vow Such spots are still awe-embibing when one thinks
that centuries back, men and women lay on these 10cks, bearing all,
kinds of physical pangs, calmly and quietly awaiting for the encroa-
ching death ! Some examples, all relating to 700 AD, are quoted
herebelow which clearly mention these salient facts, viz -

Inscription No 2

%Eﬁﬁmﬁwm&ﬁwmwmﬁﬁﬁaﬁr@g%ﬁml
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, Nagamati Gantiar of Adeyeiendu, a disciple of excellent Mouni
Guru of Chittur expired here after having kept the vow for three
months

inscription No, 3

MNZNARIT TTMTrhieTay NEGHMAOFRAIN | Y Rreaerms RoNat-Jaarat
TR | SR TR G Feaie, e g
g QreTSEREE

Charitashree Muni having obseirved the monkship and controlled
his senses and cut the bonds of sins, ignoiance, and wrong faith
attained godhead fiom the ull of Katvapra

Inscription No. 4

having observed Sallekhana expired.

Inscription No., 5
@fia oi g dieusie frg gRagw)

Be it well Jambunaygii expired heie at this holy place after
having observed Sgllekhana.

Inscription No, 6
ARGANT qRIwTIAFg GRTTET
Panap Bhatar of Neduborey expired here after haviag observed
Sallekhana.

Inscription No. 7

M HFRAeRrRiTERTe Rier seimraiae s frg gRiRego

Baldevguru Kittura, a disciple of Dharmsain Guru of Velmada
quitted this world after having observed Sallekhana.

o

Inscription No 8

ey Tl gEfue Rer sodw qeieedeg gy doaas Srg gifogm

Ugrasainguru of Malnur, a disciple of Pattniguru expired here
after having observed Sallekhana for a month.

Inscription No. 53
This 15 a long inscription and gives the story of a mother of a
dead queen who came journeying from very far to this hill to per-
form grim vow of Sallekhana and several verses are devoted 1n
, glorification of her act. The short precis 1s given herebelow.=

The queen has attained godhead and 1t has fallen to my lot to
remain, and thus saying she came to this hill at Shravanbelgola to
observe the last rites of Sallekhana and observing the vow, Machi-
kavve quitted her body with eyes half-closed  Repeating Pancha
namaskar Mantra and fasting for a month Machikavve attained
godhead by means of Sallekhana 1n the presence of all the blessed,
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SALLEKHANA AND ITS WAY OF PERFORMANCE

[
Till to the very recent times, the Europcan writers, also includ-
ing one Vincent Smith —an eminent historian, have been maisrepre-
senting Jainism by falsely accusing 1t for extolling a cult of sucide
On 1eading the “Inscriptions of Shravanbelgola” and finding 100
mscriptions denoting deaths by Sallelhana, he remarked m his book
‘History of India’, (unfortunately presciibed for Matriculation
examination 1n 1921) that Jammsm eulogized sclf-immolation to
death and quoted the above book 1n support of his version Later he
1ealised his folly and repugned that untrue statement from the book
However, some writers including Indians as well, still go on clinging
to their unreasonable accusation of Jainism and are leadinga
crusade against 1t for this baseless chaige

Some couplets aie quoted herebelow fiom famous Jain holy
scriptiures, defining, extolling and the way of practising Sallekhana
The readers are requested to ponder over this problem at its every
stage with open mind, without any bias or prejudice, for or agamst
Jamism, and form their own independent opinion on the subject

Ratnakarandash avakackar (by Swami Samantbhadra Acharya) a
Jain code-book for Jain laities, lays down the following regulations
for observation of Sallehhana, viz —

JTET AR SR Tt = AR
i TERAETEE AT

This couplet defines Sallekhana It clearly stresses that to quit or
lay down ones body for the sake of 1eligion 1s Sallekhana ; but when?
It 1s a very big ‘when’ indeed! Only then, when one encounters
a sudden calamity like that of an encounter with a lion or a man-eater
in jungle, sudden outbreak of fire in house, drowning tragedy ofa
boat, snake-bite, epidemics or alike disasters), famine (viz Bengal
famine killing 4 millions human lives), extremely old (ripe) age or
i event of suffering with an mcurable disease (viz cholera, bubonic
plague, etc.) and only under such cucumstances where death be-
comes evidently unavoidable and prompt (1¢, a matter of a few
hours or at the most of a few days only), then and then only one
needs to resort to Sallekhana and not otherwise Is 1t not clear even
now that Sallekhana does not extol suicides but 1s meant to maimntain
the highest degree of mental peace Itisa travesty of facts what

European writers say A query as to why this 11te should be exercised
has been replied thus —

wreq nfaso a9 o aregae @A |
TETaE iR Emird safrasE, |
As all the saints of all the religions admit that only the last rites

bear fruit of Iifelong penance, therefore every one, even though he
might be a layman, should try his utmost to exercise this rite In

€
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accordance to his own strength. The following five couplets lay
down the mode of performing Sallekhana :—

éé%f & q&ﬁé A FSHAT |
T RSN ¥ R St g, |
In order to make ones mind pure and immune from impurities,
the observer of Sallekhana, firstly should beg and grant pardon
to his relatives and all sundries and further should forsake every
kind of tangles of love, enemity, affinity, and attraction or attach-

ment for every thing. So long the latter exist, how the purity of
the heart can be achieved ?

A=A TEA FAFTRGAGHG T Frearerd, |
ARAAEETHTAORNR fJaeg 1

In order to attain perfection in the abovesaid ideals he should
secondly, recant and express repentance for all his past misdeeds
and mdulgences either done by himself or caused to be done through
others or eulogised by him without any reserve Having thus attained
immunity from mental maladies, he should embrace Panch Maha-
vratas for the rest of his life ;

I WAHEETE, o FIGEae G
AERRESS T, O SerE gowy
He should avoid all kinds of mental maladies like frustration,
fear, sorrow, despondency, malice or avarice, and cultivate high

spirits by drinking the constant nectarine and embrodial doses of
holy scriptures and sermons;

* oK TiEr e Raed e |
ferg = gafen s g@eRTEe
By and by he should reduce his solid food and increase liquid

one wmstead like milk and deminishing that too even gradually
should ultimately resort himself to water only ;

TRAFRIIARTY T FATIIEANY T
FTHEF RGeS ST |
And lastly, abandoning water too, he should resort to total
fasting according to his stiength. He should keep his mind intent

upon Pancha Numaskar and thus he should quit his body in perfect
peace of mind.

) From this narration one can clearly realise that theie 1s not the
least intention- much less the deliberate one, to put an abrupt end
to ones life haphazardly or wantonly, on the contraiy all effoitsare
to be made to prolong it so that the period of Mahavratas may be
extended to the maximum As death 1s imminent, so 1t follows shortly
and the observer quuts the body in peace Can this kind of death
ever be called suicide? Is this extolling of suicides in the least? Do all
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these lines not make it clear that Sollelhana is meant to seck inner
peace and maintain masimum degiee of equlibrium of mind,
but, how 1s 1t possible till the mind 15 tangled in mundance bonds of
love o1 enemity? To call 1t a surcide 15 indeed nothing short of the
height of folly 2

Five hundied mscriptions collected in and near Shravanbelgola
which range mn date from 600 A, D until recent times tell us that
the place was successively ruled by the Ganga, Rashtraluta, Chal
ukya. Hoysala, Vijaynagar and Mysore rulcrs

To-day a number of interesting Jain temples are grouped
around the old Chandragupta Bast1 on this hill-top. There are 16
of them and though small 1in dimensions, ate very striking and
requuec a carcful studv  All these temples grouped here represent
speccimens of first class Diavidian art  The oldest of the temples
dates about 8th centuiy A D The first 1mpoitant item which 2
pilgrim comes across 1s the Bhadiabahu Cave  Itis so called be-
cause Bhadrabahu, the last Shruthewalt breathed his last and his
foot-prints arc engraved here on a slab which are about two spans
in length  There 1s a pretty lot of such foot prints of other Jam
monks also on the summut of this il who quitted this world after
due observance of Sallehhana It scems quite possible that hundreds
of such mscriptions have disappeaied and perished, and n hundreds
of cases, 1t 1s cvident that no such rccord was ever made at all And
such an mordinate big number of these foot prints 1s certamly an
mdex to prove that Shravanbelgola had lived upto the highest fame
of being the tiue Jain Tapobhum: for a number of centuries 1n the
past. ‘

Most of these temples consist of a man shrine with a pillated
hall befoie 1t, and an entrance portico, usually with a flight of steps
One shrine 1s sstmounted by a richly decorated teiraced structure
culminating 1n a small dome The laigest of these temples is barely
90 ft. x 86 ft x 50 ft 1n height The exteriors aie moie o1 less orna-
te, their blank walls bemg decorated with pilasters, above which
are several rows or coinices of carved stone ornamented with Jamn
symbols and mythological 1epresentations The mnteriors aie very
dark of the most if not all, ight being admitted by the doot ways
only There are numeious Jain images i and around the temples
and also a small stone figure of Gommateshvar of 10 ft high but 1t
1s only carved out from the head down to thighs  Some call it
Bharateshvarji as well The most beautiful object of all1s ar
splended stambha (pillar) which towers above all the temples It
1s exceedingly graceful in design, a fine column with sevaral steps
around 1ts basement and surmounted with a graceful open lantetn
It appears to have been built 1n about 973 AD most probably by
King Marsing (II) of the Ganga dynasty in commemoration of his
victory and an 1nscription 1s carved on the pillar to this effect.

€
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Around 1t there are numerous inscriptions mostly 1ecording deaths
of those who observed Sallekhana here.

Chamundaraya Basti — is one among the biggest and handsomest
temples of Chandragir: and 1s dedicated to 22nd Tirthankar Nemai-
nath., It was built by Chamundaraya in 982 A.D. Its dimension
1s 68 ft x 36 ft. and has a storey with a fine tower A new floor was
added to 1t by his son Jindeva In the lower court an idol of 22nd
Tirthankai Shr1 Neminath of about 5 ft. height 15 cnshrined. In
the upper storey Lord Parshwanath 1s enshrined by Jindeva  The
pillars and the battlements of this temple a1e carved with numerous
fine pieces of Art. Thisis one of the most ancient temples here and

is now taken over by India Government under National Monuments
Act (No LXXI of 1951),

Shantinath Basti —It is also a big temple admeasuring 50 ft. x 80 ft
in dimension and is built on Hoysala style of Art to some extent
An image of Lord Shantinath about 11 ft. high 1s enshrined here in
the standing pose. It seems 1ts walls and ceilings had fine paintings

once but are erased now Nothing 1s known about 1its builder or
the period.

Chandragupta Basti— It 15 the smallest temple (22°x16’) on
Chandragiri. It got to be called after the legends pertaining to
Acharya Bhadrabahu and Chandragupta Mourya. It contains 5§
slabs engraved on bas-relief depicting these episodes. This 15 a
temple where the most rehiable history of the Ist authenticated
Indian Emperor 1s carved in stone  These carved stone-screens
separate it from the portico of a larger temple built evidently late:
§ front of it. The screens nearly half of which 1s visible 1
the picture, has 90 carved panels which give the story of
Chandragupta Mourya and his guru relating to that great migration
of 12,000 Jain monks to South about 3rd century B.C  Itis the
temple where the 1st Indian Emperor breathed his last wrapt m
Jamn asceticism  Though there 1s no inscription to denote that, yet
it 1s generally held to be built by Asoka-the-great in pious memory
of his 1llustrious grand-father. In other words, this small temple is
a lmk with Chandragupta and Ashoka and that golden era when
Jainism was pationised by mightiest Emperois of India  1n history
of India, that era 1s referied to by the name of ¢ golden era.” This
small temple gave the name of Chandragir: to the hill on which 1t
stands The saga of glory 1s sung by this temple which it was in
3rd century B C. Lord Parshwanath 1s seated in the middle cell.

» There are several other caivings as well on the walls, which if taken
1n their true perspective are likely to thiow a ﬁood‘ of light ?qd may
go a long way 1n solving some of the most intricacies pertaining to
Indian history.

Parshwanath Basti — It is one of the biggest temples of this hill
and has an idol of the Loid Parshwanath 156 ft high, canopied
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by seven-hooded cobia  Its dimension 1s 69 ft » 29 ft. The exterior
walls and pilasters are caived with designs and idols aie carved 1f;
the battlements of the walls. It has an elegant pillar (manastambha)
topped by broken empty lantern  Theie s no mention as to by
whom and when 1t was buwilt, The Stambha was built by onc Puttaiya
in 1700 AD. He also built the enclosing wall around the
temples aiea

Kattale Bast— In Kannad ‘Kattale’ mcans ‘darkness’ and itis
so called because of 1ts darkness.  This temple is the biggest and
unique in the 1espect as it has a Pradakshina  (cucumambulatory
passage) around 1ts main shrine Its dimension is 124’ x 40,
It 15 dedicated to Lord Admath and an 1dol of the same 15 nstalled
heremn. It1s 6 ft. in height It was built by Gangarajy in commemo
ration of his mother Pochavve mm 1118 A.D It was repaired by
two ladics of Mysoie Royal House named Devarammanni and
Kemparamann mn 1885 A D.

_ Chandraprabhu Basti.—It 15 42 ft. x 25 ft in dimcnsion. It most
probably was built by Ganga King Shavamar (I1) son of Shripurusha
in 800 A.D Lord Chandraprabhuof about 3ft lugh is scated
Padmasan.

Shasan Basti— It 1s 635 ft =26 ft. 1n dimension It was
built by Gangaiaj who named 1t ‘Indrakulagraha’ in 1137 A D.
He also donated a village of ‘Param’ towards 1ts upheep, Shasan
means an nscription and as there 1s an 1nsciiption at the door of
this temple, 1t got to be called so  Lord Adinath about & ft. in
height 1s enshrined here.

Majngana Basti— It 1s 32 ft. x 19 ft in dimension It 1s dedi-
cated to Anantanath Builder was most probably onc Majjigana and
the year of 1ts erection 1s not known

Eradukatte Bash — It 1s 55 ft. » 26 ft in dimension, and 18
dedicated to Lord Admath 5 ft in height. It was built by Laxmi,
the wife of Gangaraj, 1n 1118 A.D

Savati Gandha Varan Basti — 1t was built by the queen named
Shantal of Hoysala King Vishnavaidhan i 1123 A D It is
69 ft x 85 ft in dimension It 1s dedicated to Lord Shantimath
and an 1dol of 5 ft 1n height 1s installed here flanked by chau!
beareis on both the sides

Terin Bastt — It 1s 70 ft x 26 ft 1n dimension It was built by
one Machhihavve, the mother of Poyasala Sett1 n 1115 AD  It1s.
dedicated to Lord Bahubali, 5 ft 1n height

Bhadrabahu Cave.— This 1s the very cave i which Bhadrabahu
Acharya died His foot-prints are engraved on a slab two spans 1n
length It 1s the very place where Chandragupta passed his last
12 years m Jain hermitage
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This Mahamastahabhisheka was performed on very grand scale when about 5

000 piligrims
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1t was held on 26-2-1940
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Mahamastakabhishekas are attended by thousands of Jaimns and non-Jains
This picture shows hundreds of pilgrims ascending the hill at this occasion
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Chamundaray Shila— There 1s a big boulder of gianite with this
name just at the foot of Chandragiri. It 1s said that Ghamundaray
discharged an golden airow on Vindhyagir: from this slab and so it
acquired thus name. However, 1t bears seven inscribed Jain 1mages
evidently of very recent origin. .

Besides, there are hundreds of inscriptions all around the Basties
og Chandiagupta, Chamundaray, and Parshwanath 1eferred to
above.

Kuge Brahmdeva Stambha — This, lofty pillar stands at the south
entrance to the enclosure with a seated figure of Brahmadev on the
top facing east. Once 1t had eight elephants supporting its pedestal,
but now only a few are left and rest perished. It bears an mscription
denoting the death of Ganga King Maising (II) which occured n
974 AD. Itisa fine pillar, comprising a solid shaft beautifully

-carved into eight segments with three tiers in pedestal. This towers
all the temples on Chandragir

Mahanavami1 Mandap — To the south of Kattle Bast1 these are two
mandaps side by side facing east Both contain inscribed slabs in
their muddle  One of the slabs denote the place of Sallekhana of
Nayakirtt Muni, who died here m 1176 AD. It was built by
minister Nagdeva

Bharateshwaryi — This statue about nine feet high facing west is
said to be that of Bharateshwarji, the elder biother of Bahubali.
It rises fiom knees to head. Though protected by Ancient Monu-
ments Preservation Act, its several features have been deliberately
damaged by unknown people, as there is nobody to look after its
safety. Itis carved out of a big rock which originally projected here.

Iruve Brahmadeva Temple — This temple is outside the walled area.
It 15 1n the north of the north entrance to the enclosuie It enshri-
nes a figure of Brahmadeva, and was built m 950 A D. Besides,
there are certamn small ponds which are also held to be sacred.

Although the whole group of temples is enclosed by a wall,
there is an air of desolation about the entire place, as hardly any
priest, pujari, or watchman ever attends them, and only once or
twice a year these temples on Chandragiri are used for worship.
Pilgrims who come from far and wide usually visit these temples, or
at the occasion of Mahamastakabhisheka only these temples are
once more crowded with the faithful, otherwise lie deserted thiough
out the year and that 1s why a miscreant finds enough time to dam-

" age the temples and images. -

Tt is a common knowledge that the Jain monks mostly made use
of the hilly caves and the cave in which Bhadrabahu died here is
one of the oldest so far known and the important inscriptions
referred to above, make 1t more of the unusual interest  There
are similar caves at Udaigiri and Khandagiri in the province of

o
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Orissa, and they belong most probably to the 2nd century B G, if
not much earlier, but others are comparatively of much later date
One of them called Singhagupha at Udaigir: 1s very curious. Itis
hewn out of a very big boulder with 1ts exteriors cut to resemble a
tiger’s head with 1ts mouth wide open. It 1s certainly hewn before
the Christian era, Gompaiing this cave-temple of Chandragiri to
those mentioned above maik much of the development 1n design and
advancement in workmanship and skill The latter have been
characteristically different in every sphete of Art, which 1s quite
evident by their designed pillaied halls and acquisite workmanship
and thus prove themselves creations of comparatively more recent
origin than Bhadrabahu cave

The sculptured Jain 1mages also show considerable progress of
design, though the colossus of Shravanbelgola is 1n every way unique
that no other specimen eithe:r from Hindu School of Art of Vijay
nagar or Rameshwar can favourably be compared to this piece of
super Art. Why to talk of others, even the sculptured Jam images
of Karakala, Venur, Gwalior and Ellora can not withstand 1n the
comparison to 1ts supremacy in any wav  Archaeologists like
Marshall, B.L. Rice,and Cunningham are all unanimous in therr
praise for 1ts superb workmanship It rightlv occupies the proud
place of being enlisted as a ‘WONDER OF THE WORLD’ and 1t
1s going to hold this unique distinction for further thousands of
years! Though one thousand years old, the chaim of the figure and
1ts expressive beauty mixed with serenity of meditative pose will
ever remain so unsoluable a mystery which no oral word can fully
describe or no pamter will ever be able to paint as they are by all
means beyond the power of expression or painting

SHRAVANBELGOLA (JAINBIDRI)

Apait from the archaeological wealth of the twin hills already
narrated in the foregomng pages, the temples and pillars 1n
the village of Shravanbelgola do also largely contiibute to the
glorious past of Jamnism and add a golden leaf to those annals of
superb glory which was Ind The very name of Shravanbelgola
denotes ‘a sacred tank of Jain monks’ — which attests cent per cent
truism 1n 1ts literal sense ~ Which city in the world has stood sO
rigidly true to its meaning as this petty village has done with such
a vast and varied glorious past traditions! The woird ¢‘Shraman’
explicitly denotes ‘a Jain monk’ and no city throughout the length
and breadth of India can claim to possess better specimens of true
Jam monkship as Jainbidri claims! In other words, Jambidriis a,
true representative of all that 1s represented by the phiase ¢Jain
Cultuieand Archaeology, and a step further, contains those unwritten
moral codes of Jain monhs better depicted than precepted , It 15
i fact, something more to Jains what Buddha Gaya 1s,to Budhists,
Kash1 to Bramhins, Mecca to Muslims, and Jeruslam or Bethelham
to Christians'' : .
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y It has ever been a great seat of learning known throughout
the Deccan, and Jain Bhattarakas and also the Jain Brahmin Pandats
of this place have ever earned great laurels in the cowts of
Rajas and Maharajas. Even to-day, there are about 60 Jam
Brahmin Pandits who hold hereditary awaids and the Bhattarakas
of Jain Mutt get an annuity of Rs 500/— from the Mysore State,
besides a permanent Inama Patta of five villages towards the up-
keep of the colossus of Gommateshvar and Jainbidri Mutta.” The
Bhattarakas of this Mutta are the hereditasy holders of an esteemed
title of ‘Panditacharyavarya’ from this State In old times, all Bhatta-
rakas in general were endowed with their own insignia, flag, and
other royal pomps like elephant, Palanquin, and Damama. Due to
the changed times, all these pomps and shows have vanished and
what little 15 left 1s also on wane. Due to the extreme poverty of local
Jains and callous neglect of Jain community towards the upkeep of
their sacred places, all the past glory of this place 1s steadily
vanishing There are eight temples 1 the village of Shravanbelgola
of architectural eminence and have raie equals elsewhere  They
are the following .~

1. Bhandars Basti.— This 1s the biggest temple 1 all the temples
* of the village. Its dimension 15 266 ft. x 78 ft It 1s a wonderful
specimen of 1ts kind. As the 1dols of 24 tirthankaras are installed in
the main pavalion, so 1t 1s also called ‘Choubis Tuthankar Basti’.
It had had a numbe: of unique paintings on 1ts walls There 15 a
Manastambha just before 1t made out of one massive stone It was bult
by Hull, Bhandar: of Hoysala KingNarsingha (I) m 1175 A D. and
s0 1t got to be called after its builder as ¢ Bhandari Bast1’ also It
also carries the distinction of being called ¢ Bhayya Chudamant’ by
King Narsingha who endowed 1t with a village for its upkeep.

2 Akkan Basti — This 1s an exceptionally bright specimen of
Hoysala architecture and 1s dedicated to Lord Parshwanath seated
undpr a seven-hooded cobra, protected by Dharnendra and Padma-
vati on its right and left of the entrance door. It was built by
Achiyakka, wife of a Brahmin Minister named Chandramoul: of
Hoysala King Ballal (IT) 1n 1180 AD The very name of the temple

acquued 1ts origin after its builder, and Akkan is an abbreviation
of her name

3 Siddhant Bash— Just in the same compound there is one very
small shrine called Siddhant Basti It is so called because once
upon a time all the sacred books of Jains were kept here preserved.

» The famous scriptures like Dhawal, Jaya Dhawal and Maha Dhawal
belonged to this temple and found their way to Moodbidr: later
There 1s a marble slab inscribed with 24 Tirthankaras around Lord

. Parshwanath in the middle It wassetupin 1700 AD by some
maiwadi pilgrims from north India

4 Davashale Bast— It is a temple to denote the place where
various gifts by the past and present Maharajas towards the
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upkeep of these shrincsand the colossus were made From one of the
records 1t 1s found that late Chikha Devaraja Wadeyar, Maharaja
of Mysoic, donated a village of Madneya here for the above purposes
mm 1672 AD It enshrines an mmage of Pancha Parmeshth: ahout
3 ft. hagh.

Kallamma temple — 15 a non-Jain temple just near to 1t and 1s
dedicated to Goddess Kali. Jain Math scends rice for the worship
of this Goddess, probably to show 1ts sense of toleration towards
dieties other than Jains and also for a reason that no animal sacrifice
be made here

5 Nagar Jmalaya— This 1s a small plain building and enshrines
a standing figure of Admath about 2 ' ft high with glorious
prabhaval: ~ The construction of the temple 15 1n common with the
other temples It was built 1n 1195 A D by Nagadeva, Minister of
Hoysala King Ballal (II) but because 1t was suppoited by the
meichants of the city, it got to be called ‘Nagar Jinalaya’ It
was also called ¢ Shrimlaya’

6 Mangayr Basti — It 1s of course a plain structure but has two
elaborately decorated carved stone eclephtants at the entrance An
image of Lord Shantinath, 4 ft high 1s enshrined here. It was
built by Mangayi, a crest jewel of royal dancing girls and a disciple
of Bhattarak Charukirtiin 1325 A D It was also known as ‘7'y:bhuwan
Chudaman:”

7 Jam Math — It 1s the residence of the Bhattaraha Charukirt:
Panditacharya and 1s a pretty structure with an open courtyard 1n
the middle An uppe: storey had recently been added to the building
The pillais of the poich are richly carved. The temple which 15
just 1n fiont of the doo1 contains a number of marble and metallic
1dols of Jamn Tirathankaras which are daily woishipped  There 15
a good collection of Jain scriptures inscribed on palm leaves  The
Swamij1 was pleased to show the Author Triloksar written 1n Hale
Kannad contammg numeious fine drawings pertammng to Jain
Geography Besides there are some eight small 1dols of valuable
rare stones like ruby, saphire, sphatic coral and emeiald On the
walls of the Matha past lives of Lord Parshwanath aie paimnted
besides many other fine paintings

8 Kalyam — It 1s a large lake in the centre of the village

9 Jaklu Katte — 15 another pond south of Bhandari Bast1 and
was built some 850 years back by Jakkimavve, the wife of the elder -
brother of Gangaraja.

10 Chennanna Pond.— At some distance to the south of the village
1s 2 small pond known as Chennanna Pond It was bwlt by the
same Chennanna who built Chennanna Basti on Vindhyagir
i 1673 A D,
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N ADJACENT VILLAGES

Jnanathapura — Besides these temples there are two more
temples at Jinanathapura, only a mile away from Shravan-
belgola which can really be called the best in comparison to all these
temples from the architectmal point of view. This village was
founded by Gangaiaja- the general of Hoysala King Vishnu-
wardhana in 117 A D. and 1t was Rechimayya who built a temple of
Lord Shantinath, one of the best specimen of Hoysala style of arch-
itecture here. The 1mage of Lord Shantinath is about 53 ft. high
with prabhavals flanked by male Chauri-bearers on either side.
Its pillars are really elegantly executed adorned with bead work
Though the temple 1s small 1n structure but has most richly carved
walls It 15 unique 1n all the temples of Jainbidri and none excels
it 1n structure, But now due to change of the wheel of meiciless
Kala it has seen its worst evil days. As there 1s no Jain m this will-
age and even 1n spite of 1ts being so rich in architectural wealth, it
lies always open day and mnight uncared and unprotected, so its
diety suffers every kind of insults and is subject to 11d1cules and mis-
chief from the non-Jains of the wvillage., Rechimayya knew little
about the fate of this unfortunate temple at the time of its erection.
Though, the temple 1s for the name’s sake protected under the
Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1923, but evidently lies in de-
solation and theie 1s nothing to save 1t from a miscreant’s hand and
his muschief to the figures or the walls Consequently, majority of
the naked Jina figures have been disfigured in very recent years, and
are still open to further injury as there is none to look after them

» The most impo:tant aspects of the temple are its outer walls
which have a 10w of large images, surmounted by beautiful turrets
and scrolls  Photos given show the west and north wviews of the
temple and enlarged views of the walls to the south and north walls
The mmages consist of Jinas, Yakshas, Yakshis, Biahma, Saraswati,
Manmatha, Mohini, Diummer, Musicians’ Dancers, etc ,-a common
feature found in almost all ancient Jain temples at Rishabhadeva
(Kesatiyaji) in Udaipur State also. The construction of this temple
and specially its walls are of unusual mterest and deserve close study,
as 1t shows some of those ancient featuies which weie commonly
held sacred by Jams though apparently were mn contrast to Jam
ethics, This gives a clue to the birth of what 1s popularly called
‘Bispantha’ 1 Digamber Jains. As the walls lie in dilapidated
condition so they are supported by props.

¥

Aregal Basti — It 1s anothe: temple built exclusively on one rock
on the way to the above Jain temple from ‘Akkan Basti’ It is older
than the former and 1s common 1n construction with the rest of
the Jain temples here It enshrines a fine seated marble figure of
Parshwanath about 5 ft high with glorious prabhavall, canopied
by an eleven.hooded cobra, with usual dwarpals of Dharnendra

>
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and Padmavati. The temple is very neatly kept.  As the old idy
was mutilated so new one was nstalled instcad as late as 1889 A D
for the spiritual welfaie of Scth Bhujabaliah of this placc The
oniginal figme was a standing one, and now lies in the adjacent
tank and can be seen even now It 1s now looked after by one
B P Paishwanathiah of Tumhur, The image of Parshwanath s
unique being of white marble and no such 1mage exists through out
Mysore State.

Tombs of Past Dhattarakas.— To the south-west of the village there
15 a place reserved for buiial of Bhattarakas and there 1s an mnscribed
Jain tomb generally known as Samudhi-Mandap but designated
as Silakuta o1 Stone house It 1s a square stone stiucture of 4 » 4 x5 ft
surmounted by a turret It 1s the tomb of Balachandradeva’s son
who died 1n 1218 AD  He was a disciple of the royal guru Nemi
chandra Pandit of Belikumba  Piobably his wife also ended her
life here in 1214 A D There 1s similar tomb of Charukirti Pandita-
chaiya who died in 1643 A.D.

HALE BELGOLA

This 1s a small village about 4 miles north of Shravanbelgola.
It has a ruined Jain temple of esxcellent Hovsala Architecture with
richly ornamented walls and mner halls A fine 10w of eight digpals
with their wives 1s carved out 1n cential ceiling seated on therr
vehicles Chauti-bearers ate also very beautiful and are about 5 ft
i height It was piobably built by Hoysala King Ereyanga,
father of Vishnuwardhan in 1094 AD There are a few more
remains of temples which conclusitely prove them to be Jans.

SANE HALLI

It1s about 3 miles distance from Shravanbelgola and has ruined

Jamn temple built by Jakkimavva, Gangaraja’s elder brother’s wife
mn 1120A D

" KAMBADAHALLI

Very few Jain temples can equal 1 elegance and workmanship
with a Jamn temple which 1s lymng in rumed condition now at
Kambadahalli It 1s easily accessible from Shravanbelgola as 1t 1§
only 12 mles directly to east and only about a mile from the town

of Bindiganavale The existing roads between the two places are bad
even for bullock carts

The name of the village Kambadahalli 1s derived fiom the:
lofty Jain pillar that stands «in the front of a mighty Jamn temple
which can rightly be claimed to be one of the choicest specimens of
Jamn temples of Hoysala Aichitectural Art The pillar stands 11
the north west side of the temple, and 1t 1s counted as one of th¢
most elegant pillar n Mysore State, and 1s topped by a seated
Brahma which 1s by far elegant than others.
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To the west of the pillar stands a group of seven shrines which
J1e most probably the most ancient Jain monuments of the highest
historical and aichitectural importance, not only mm Mysore State,
but thiough out India  Its construction evidently comprises three
varleties of styles and designs, which represent three choicest eras
of architectural perfection in South India.

The earliest structure 1s that of Adinath 1s a cross-shaped
trikutachala with straight sides having three Garbhagiihas, with open
Sukhanasis and a common Navaranga all facing north  The temple
has five domes and each of them 1sa bulbose which resembles
exactly to the bulbose dome of Chamundaraya Bast1 on Chandragin
Hill The main feature of difference with the latest structures 1s that
there 1s no Kalasha on the top. It i1eminds some of the very
anctent Budhistic Stupas or the Bhoganandi temple of Nandi. The
whole structure 1s almost completely built of granite. There 15 no
doubt that they belong to a period very much earlier than that of

the Hoysalas. Most probably 1t was built about 900 A.D., if not
even much earlier.

In the main cell Lord Adinath 1s mnstalled It 1s made of soap-
stone  The eastern cell contains the figure of Neminath of granite

‘flanked by two chauri-bearers Lord Shantinath occupies the west

cell with similar features About 10 ft. 1n front of the porch of the
Trikutachal is a pair of twin temples built facing each other and
similar to each other. There appears to have been a compound

wall enclosing these five temples which were collectively known
as ‘Panchakuta Basti’,

» About 20 ft in front to the noith of the compound wall is
another grand temple dedicated to Lord Shantinath 12 ft in height.
The basement 1s about four ft high and hasa finely carved frieze
of ridden horses, elephants, wild lions and yalis which are decidedly
superior to that occuring 1n any Hoysala temple, which are supposed
to be the best in the world for the art which they exhibit. These
temples have no towers at present, most probably might have
perished long before  The group of these temples 1s certainly one
of the most beautiful temples in Mysore State and one of the
choicest of all the Jain temples in Southern India.

There are numerous mscriptions m and outside of the temples
and also on the pillar, wiitten in Hale (archaic) Kannad and from
one of them 1tis tiaced to have been built by Boppa, son of
GangaraJ. the famous general of Vishnuvardhan, and most probably

"might have been built 1n the later 12th century

. Itis athousand pities that these jewelsn Jamn temples are
lying in ruin and all dieties are exposcd to utter destruction and open
mockery of the general public  The figures of Chouri bearers and
Digpals are exceedingly charmful and their counterpaits in the jamn
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temples at Ajmer and Indore cannot claim compaiison mn artistic
elegance to them  Will 1t not be fitting for a well-to do cnmmunity
like Jan to build a Central Museum somewhei ¢ near Shravanbelgola
for collection of these pieces whete thousands of such priceless
tieasure of marvellous A1t are lying scattered all over within the
radius of 50 miles atound I hope my call 1eccives due appreciation
before 1t 1s too late It is indeed very shameful for a commumty
like Jain to allow their gods to suffer this kind of humailiation !

IV

OTHER JAIN SHRINES OF DECCAN

1' JAINBIDRI MUTT

The principal seats of Jain faith in Mysore State are at Shravan
belgola, Maleyur, Humach and Narsimhiajpura i Shimoga
district  The first place 1s the residence of a Guiu who claims
authority all over the Jaimns throughout the South He1s admitted
to be their chief pontiff Though the consecration of Chandragri
dates back to the 8rd century B C but the foundation of the present
Mutt 1s attributed to Ghamundaraya to provide for the maintenance

and worship of the colossus with liberal endowment of 1,96,000
barahs of land

According to a hist from the Mutt, the following were in succec
sion of Gurus. They belong to Kundakundacharya, the founder of
Mool Sangha, Deshi Gana, and Pustaka Gachha —

1 Nemichandra Siddhant Chakravai t1 appointed by Chamund-

X argy]? 1nd98§ AD,
undakundacharya appointed by Pandyaraya ,

Siddhantacharya appointed by {7 1r Pa}rlldyzz, ,

_ Amalkirt: Acharya appomnted by Kun Pandya,
Somanandi Achaiya appointed by Vinayaditya Hoysala
Bivudhacharya appointed by Vinayaditya Hoysala,
Piabhachandracharya appointed by Auinga n 1090 A.D ;
Gunabhadracharya appomnted by Ballal Hoysala 1n 1102 A D
Shubhachandracharya appomnted by Bitthideva :n 1110 A D

From 1117 A D. and onwaids the Gurus bear, 2 common name’
of Charukirt1 Panditacharya and munificent endowments have been
granted 'to this Mutt by all the succeeding Kings  Maleyur Mutt
has been closed for the last 50 years, It 1s about 80 miles away

from here It was founded by Pujyapad Acharya, the famous Jain
grammarian
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1952—MASTAKABHISHEKA AT GOMMATGIRI
This was held on the 7-9-1952 1n the picture H H Maharaja

1351—MASTAKABHISHEKA AT GOMMATGIRI

Sir Chamarajendra Waduyar 1s seen with folded hands

offering his obeisances to Lord Gommateshwara,
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KARKAL GOMMATESHWARA

3us of Karhal Gemmateshwar It was built
g Vir Pandya 1n 1432 A D Itis 41 ft-51n

It also stands upon a hill-top like that one
ravanbelgola
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KARKAL GOMMATESHWARA
As he looks from the adjoining verandah
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VENUR COMMATESHWA
It 1s the shortest of all the Gommateshwaras
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colosst of Jain 1mages stand

three
of the four sides hike this

on each

Inner view of the temple where



COLOSSUS OF SHRAVANBELGOLA 41

. In spite of all the rich endowments made by the past kings and
also of five villages yielding Rs. 5000/~ per year, by the past
Mysore Maharajas, there are records to show that the colossus of
Gommateshvar saw 1ts evil days also, and in 1678 AD. 1t so
happened that the very idol was mortgaged with some non-Jain
money-lenders and was kept so for a pretty long time, but thanks to
the then-Mysore-Maharaja Sir Chamaraja Wadiyar who offered to
redeem the colossus by clearing all the debts from his own privy
purse and made a permanent law that such pledging of the sacred
idols will be legally void and law courts should not recognise such
transfers at all, and thus the colossus of Gommateshvai was restored
to Jains Now this sacred image is under direct supervision and
management of Mysore Muzrai Department and the Bhattarakas of
Jain Mutt have no hand (except the right of woiship) in the upkeep
or mamtenance of the image. The Government of His Highness
the Maharaja of Mysore have spared no pains either n the excellent
upkeep of the glorious Jamn antiquities at Shravanbelgola or in
providing all facilities to the lakhs of pilgrims who=~throng to the
place at the time of important ceremonies. The intimate relations
between Jainism and Mysore Durbars have been beautifully expres-
sed by His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore 1n his speech at All
India Jain Conference held at Shravanbelgola on the 14th March
19926, at the time of Mahamastakabhisheka, already mentioned
before, The perfect safety of sacred shrines and colossus of this place
is fully guaianteed 1n the hands of Mysore Duibars and they will
spaie nothing mn discharge of thewr duties towards this sacred trust.

II. GOMMATAGIRI

About 14 miles to the south-west of Mysore proper stands
an 1solated hill which apparently got to be called after the temple
it has on 1ts summit, Gommatgni 1s a great dome of smooth
granite upon which no blade of grass can grow. Its summat rises
400 ft. above the suriounding plains and has no boulders or broken
rocks around. The whole hill apparently seems to comprise only
one very big main rock, and legends say that some fifty years back
the rock was split into two by a stroke of lightening, making the
approach to the shrine most impossible. Since then the approach
to the little shrine and its Gommateshvara which 1t cnoshiines,
was by no means an easy climb—the only possible way up was by
a scramble through the brambles in the clefts of the north side of
the great rock which is about 400 ft. high.

The image is inside the most western of the three small courts,
and through the open front may be seen from below of the rock
It was covered with a massive stone and brick pavilion which being
seriously cracked due to its antiquaty had caused a great danger to
the safety of the idol itself, so it has lately been removed and
1s now surrounded with a tiny cloister and Lord Gommat looks over

6
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it and also the swirounding plains for about hundieds of square
miles a1ound, on the same pattern of the Saint of Shravanbelgola.

The 1mage represents Gommateshvara and stands there
majestically 1n perfect state of pieservation despite its antiquity.
It 15 about 18 ft high and 1s of tinted black in colour.  Apparently
it is not certain whether the image 1s carved in black stoneor 1
darkened by the long past ages that it has stood there or votive oil,
specially as 1ts age 1s not known.” It 1s nude with a face of the type
of the great Jain image at Sharavanbelgola i almost all the charact
eristics except 1n the following thiee respects.— (1) Its facial form
denotes a young saint only, (2) Total absence of ant hills on both
the sides, and lastly, (8) The hands are shown resting on the hoods of
cobras which are quite 1n contiast to the image at Shravanbelgola
However, the figure 1s well cut and 1s 1n proportion ~ The creepers
are shown twining the legs and arms but they do not grow out of
the moles o1 ant hills The countenance beais a remarkably strong
expression of a_saint wrapt in solitary contemplation with unlimited
treasure of inner celestial bliss cleaily visible on the face His
beauty is bewitching and charm par-excellcnce

Just before the image at the distance of about a yard stands an
idol of a horse without 1ts rider It represents the Brahmadeva
Yaksha  Horse-riding Brahmadeva 1s also found on the Kuge
Brahmadeva pillar on Chandragir: Hill at Shravanbelgola

There 15 no nsciiption of any kind to give a clue as to the age,
sculptor, or the donor, of the image The nearest Jain inscription 15
dated 1423 A.D The buildings are mordinately simple and without
any kind of ornamentation or decoration and late renovations have
turned what little was left antique into quite modern. There 15
-nothing to denote 1ts antiquity except the figure.

The ascent 1s made by about 100 steps hewn 1n solid granite.
These steps and all renovations were cariied out:by Gommatgirl
Tirtha Committee and due to 1ts able guidance, enthusiastic work
and organising capacities of 1ts Secretaries in persons of Shr1 G B M.
Chandiiah and Shr1 M V' Vasupal, this once dilapidated shrine
has not only been 1enovated but has also come into prominence
since the last four years. Every year Mahamastakabhisheka of the
amage takes place and about 10,000 devotees attend the ceiemony
with great rejoicings and pomps In this ritual not only the Jains but
also the non-Jains partake in thousands like Shri1 Mahabarjt where
Gujjar and Mainas predominate and exceed by far than the Jamns.
‘The latest Mahamastakabhisheka took place on the 7th September.
1952 which was third n its serzes It was graced by the presence 0
the present Mysore Maharaja H.H Sir Chamarajendra Wad1yar
Bahadur, like his predecessors, who had shown their highest
devotion to Jain Gods to such an extent that people more than
usual are mistaken to take them for Jains Legends connect 1t with the
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gld Royal House of the Mysore State, but in absence of any direct
evidence about 1t nothing definite can be said- However, from the
style of the constiuction of the shiine and use of bricks we may
presumably fix its erection period to the 11th century A.D.

Gradually but steadily well, the #1r¢ka is coming mnto prominence
by the endless efforts of the said committee and only some months
back this holy place was visited by peisonalities not less than Sir
Bhagchandji Soni of Ajmer and R.B Seth Rajkumarsingh, son of Sir
Hukamchandj1 of Indore. The Ministers of the Mysore Government
have also begun evincing their due interest m this #irtha, and so
the 1951-Mahamastkabhisheka ceremony was attended by Shri
H.C. Dasappa, an ex-Miister among the many other notables The
Author of this book was also fortunate 1 having offered his devoted
obeisances at the feet of Gommateshwara with the office-bearers of
the said commuttee, notably Seth G.K.D Bharmiah, the President of
the said Committee who has done yeomen services in reviving this
tirtha and all credit goes to his able guidance that committee 1s doing
excellently good progress

Gommateshwaia stands 1 an absolute solitude par-excellence in
a spot commanding a wondelful' view of hundreds of square miles
around. It isindeed a land of gieat distances. The Cauveri flows
through some thirty of those miles away to the north-west end and
jomed by its tributary the Laxmantirtha, by the great Sagarkatte
bridge, 10 miles below, a few cattle in charge of a small girl, a
passing bird, a chirp of cicades, are the only signs of animal life in
all that wide prospect. '

> And we leave Gommat to a spacious silence, whichis all that
his 1solated position, his calm face, and his stiff figure seem to
demand, quiet for his eternal mediation, and only that !

Though 1t is not a great statue but it has the diginity and some
strange arresting charm. In its placid way it does seem to express
a sense of peace and in the grave and dimpled smile one can
apparently see the hints of its mner bliss The spuit of Jain
1enunciation 1s fully brought out in the statue. It 1s impressive as 1t
stands on the brow of a precipitous hill overlooking a wider plain
below. Jain pilgrims going to Jainbidri should make a point to
visit this wonderful sacred place also. '

II1 HUMACH MATTHA

>+ This Mattha was established by Jmduttaraya, the founder of
a Jain kingdom at Humach in about 8th century. Here is that famous
temple of Padmavatidevi- a popular diety among Jains and non-
Jains alike throughout the surrounding districts The Gurus as
given 1n the following list orginally claimed to belong to
Kundakundacharya, Nandisangha, and from Guru Jayakirtideva
and onward they adopted the name of ‘Saraswati Gachha’. The

¢
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decent is traced in a general way from Bhadrabahu Acharya and
then Vishakhachaiya (Ardha-Shrutakewal: who led the Sangha of
12,000 disciples to Chola and Pandya territories), then to Umaswati
(the well-known Sutrakar of Tattwartha Sutra) and the following -

Samantabhadracharya (composer of Devagam Stotra),

Pujyapada (well-known Jain Grammarian of Jamendra
Vyakaran),

Siddhantkirt: (appointed by Jinduttaraya—founder king of
Humach),

Akalankacharya (commentator on Devagam),

Vidyanandi Acharya (commentator on Apta Mimansa),

Manikyanand: Acharya,

Prabhachandracharya (commentator on Nyayahumudachandro-
daya and Shakatayan Vyakaran),

Vardhaman Munindra.,

® Nome w0 R

Henceforth the Gurus of this Matha were appoimnted hereditary
pontiffs to the Royal houses of Hoysala, Cholas, and others The
table of their order 1s as follows -

Vasupujyavrati (Guru to Ballalray of Hoysala), Shripal, Nemi-
chandra, Abhayachandra, (Guru to Chamkeshavray), Jayakirtideva,
Jinchandracharya, Indranandi, Vasantkirt:, Vishalkirti, Shubhakirts,
Padmanandi, Mahanandi, Maghanandi, Sinhanandi, Padmaprabhu,
Vasunandi, Singhakuiti, Sudarshan, Merunandi, Devendrakirti,
Amarkirti, Vishalkirti, Nemichandra, and hence onward all the
Bhattarakas bear a common name of Devendravirya Bhattarak
Maharaj. .

Humach Matta holds about two lakhs worth gold ornaments -
and annually pays Rs. 3000/- in revenue It claims to possess the
widest circle of followers even from the remotest districts of Konkan,
Sholapur, Belgaum and others Humach Matta 1s noted for its diety
‘ Padmavati’ who 1s enshrined in a separate temple This
deity 1s very popular among Jains and non-Jains alike and specially
among females TItis generally held that Goddess Padmavati
protects the husbands and keeps them safe from troubles of her
female worshippers Every year the goddess 1s anoimnted on grand

scale and 1s carried 1n procession when thousands of votaries attend
this function from distant districts

Intending pilgrims changing at Birur Junction get down at Adasal
Railway Station and reach Humach by bus. There are also regular «
bus-services from Shimoga, Arsikere, and Harihar to Humach

IV MALEYUR MATTHA

Maleyur Mattha, one of the principal seats of Jamism 1n Mysore
§tate, was famous till some 80 years back This Matha 1s situated
in Chamarajnagar Taluka, and from an nscription of 1400 A D , 1t
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is apparently ‘evident that Shubhchandradev built a temple
dnshrining Lord Chandraprabhu there From another inscription of
908 A D. we know thata Ganga King named Konguni Verma donated
this village along with Kanakgir: to Kanaksen Bhattarak. Formerly
it had a seat of a Mattha but now isunder Jamnbidr1 Mattha. This
tirthe was dedicated to Lord Parshwanath but now lies deserted.

V. NARSIMHRAJPURA MATTHA

Among the numerous prominent Jain seats of Southern India,
Naisimhrajpura Jain Muttha occupies paiticularly a more important
place for more than three reasons, viz, (1)1tis one of the most
ancient of Jain Mutthas which did maivellously well in promotion
of Jamism and Jain tenets, preserved Jain ethics in those memorable
past historical eras, Secondly, (2) it 1s the main seat of a Jain diety
called Jwalamalinidevi, a Yaksh1 of Lord Chandiaprabhu, the eighth
Tirthankar of Jains, and, thirdly, (3) this 1s the most popular
among the Jain Mutthas of Southern India and has the largest
number of 1ts votaries among the Jamn and non-Jamns alike, No
other Jain Muttha including those of Jambidri, Moodbidri,
Karkal, Kolhapur, Jinkanchi, etc, etc., 1s so popular and has such
a vast number of followers as 1t does.

Besides, 1t has three ancient Jain temples of Lord Shantinath,
Chandraprabhu, and Brahmadev—who 1s supposed to be the male
counterpart of Yakshi Jwalamalini, and this 1s her main seat
‘The most salient feature of southern Jain worship, which constitutes
the major part but quite contraiy to the form of worship i North
India Jains 1s in respect of worship of numerous Yakshas along with
the rest of Tirthankaras, and there are many places noted for their
being the only seats of certain Yaksha, like Kambadhalli, where
despite numerous Jain figures of Tirthankaras, only Yaksha 1s wor-
shipped on a grand scale, while the Jain Tirthankaras have secondary
role so far the ritual of worship is concerned. Brahmdeva 1s
the most popular among the twenty-four Yakshas so much so
that 1t is included in the very list of Jain celebrities for worship
by the southern India Jains There isnot a single Jain temple 1 South
India where worship of Yaksha 1s notregulary performed Thisis the
most astoundining difference pertaining to formal worship of
Terapanth and Buspanth, as we north India Jamns call it. There
1s very little evident difference between a Southern India Digamber
Jain and Swetamber Jain of north India (as that sect is conspicuously

»absent here, except a few emigrant Swetambers who have established
themselves n big commercial cities like Bangalore, Hyderabad,
etc , etc, but they are comparatively of very iecent date) Looking
nto their vast numbers together with the Swetambers, 1t becomes
amply evident that Jaimism originally worshipped a number of
Yakshas besides the 24 tirthankaras, and terapanth, as we find 1t in
North India to-day, 1s nothing but a reformust offshoot of Jans,
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All these temples are very ancient, and the temple of Shantmath
is traced to have a duect link to the history dating back about 900
years, and 1s mentioned 1 one of the four copper-plates which
give an account of Samantbhadrdeva Acharya, and as such link 1t
to those eras of history of Jains which can rightly be called the ‘Glory
that was Ind ° about some nine centuiies back.

Narsimhrajpura Muttha has had a2 very chequered history
mdeed! Fiom the four copper-plates i1eferied to above, which
are 1n possession of this Muttha, 1t 1s undoubtedly proved that this
Muttha was founded by one Samantbhadradeva Acharya in Shaka
Samvat 1355 (1432 A.D.) who was succeeded by his two desciples,
namely, Gunabhadra and Virsain and again the historical link
becomes obscure’till Shaka Samvat 1468 (1546 A D ) when Bhattarah
Laxmisain of Pengunde ascended the Gadi. The date as given 1n
one of the four copper-plates of 1ts foundation 1s *Shuklanam Samzatsare
Chaitra Shukla Dwitrya, Thursday’ and this was the date on which
Acharya Samantbhadradeva 1s said to have come and founded the
Muttha, firstly at Shantinath temple, and later in the present build-
ing which 1s equally ancient After having been succeeded by his two
desciples as stated above, Laxmisain of Pengunda established
himself and was regularly succeeded one after the other bearing
a common name of ¢ Laxmisain Pattacharya > The present Bhattarak
was 1nstalled only six years back, and was known by name of Shripal
Varni He 1s an enlightened Jain pandit of reformist views, and 1s
domng his very best to revive its glory, which had fallen to 2
wretched condition of late

Naisimharajpura 1s not a very big town, and the Muttha 15
about two miles away fiom the town itself The nearest railway
station 1s Tarikere in Shimoga district However, one can 1each
here by bus and such services are available at Shimoga, Channa-
rayapattan, and Tariker: thrice a day and the bus stand 1s just at
the gate of the Muttha

The Muttha and the temple of Jwalamalinidevi, for which
this frtha 1s specially renowned, are situated 1n lonely calm and
quiet place surrounded by dense Jungles, with picturesque
natural beauty through out the whole year ~ It recerves more rains
than 1ts surroundings, and I hear repoits about its unhealthy
climate for continuous four months during the monsoons when
mosquito nuisance reaches a high pitch and becomes intolerable

Though the place has three Jam temples as aforesaid, but 1t 15,
chiefly famous for the temple of Jwalamalinidevi, which though 2
Jamn yakshi of eighth Tirthankara is largely worshipped by
Jains and non-Jains a}lke There a1 e numerous legends suppor ting
the version that this image was originally brought here by the most
distinguished Jamn Acharya Samantbhadra from Sivakanchi after
defeating king Shivakoti 1n discourse. Itis claimed that it was
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due to the timely help of this Yakshi that Samantbhadra could do
2 muacle of producing the figure of Loid Chandraprabhu out of
the Shivalingam when he recited Syambhu Stotra! Such being
the case, Jwalamalinidevi became an object of worship of Jains for
evel, as a benefactoress diety of Jainism But all these versions
evidently are not based on facts and obviously have sprung up to
satisfy the votaries than any historical event.

There are numetous benedictions which this paiticular diety
is supposed to bestow upon its votaries, but the most cherished
one pertamns* to fulfilling ones innate desire, particularly 1n
respect of conjugal happimness You can find numerous would-be-
brides and grooms suriounding the Jwalamalini to predict about the
suitability of their wedlock relation, and if suitable, the diety expresses
her approval by throwing the flower two feet afar, but, the
flower will keep sticking, if the relation was going to be unhappy one.
So, Jwalamalinidev: has been playing as a deciding factor specially
in matrimonial matteis, and as such, 1s held 1n gieat reverence by
Jains and non-Jains alike, and 1t 1s no wonder that among its staunch
votaries, the fair-sex carries the majority Among the votaries
attending the annual fair which 1s held on every first Chaitra Sud
Padwa to sixth every year, one can pick up peoples from the districts
of Belgaum, Kolhapur, Sholapur, Madras, and the people right fiom

the districts adjomning river Krishna in the south and Godavar: in
the north.

No other Jain diety has ever been anointed except Jwalamalini
and is anointed by her votaries with fiveliquids and 1s carriedin a
chariot-procession with great pomp and show During these days
the whole area 1s surged with a great mass of humamty which
presents an unique spectacle,

Due to the popularity of the diety, the Muttha and Bhattarakji
have also come 1nto the great prominence and 1t 1s rightly claimed
that the majority of Jains in south India follows this Muttha includ-
ing the places like Shravanbelgola and Kolhapur where there are
independent Mutthas, yet many followers may be counted belonging
to this Muttha even there !

' V
- i HALEBID

Halebid is a small village 1n the north-east of Belur taluka of
Hassan distiict m Mysore State and is situated mm13°-13' N and 76°
E , 18 miles south-west of Banavar Railway Station. The old capital
marks the site’ of Dwarasamudia, the capital of Hoysala Kings.
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This prosperous city was first plundered by General Malik Kafur of
Allauddin Khilji (the 2nd Khilp King of North India, who ruled
from 1296-1321 A.D.)1n 1311 A D and he took away 1immense wealth
and camel-loadsof gold, silver and diamonds, and what hittle was left
was plundered by another Mohamedan XKing Muhammad Tughalag
i 1326 A D and 1t was he who totally destroyed the city Its splen-
dour 1s attested not by the fabulous wecalth obtained from such
conquests, as stated by the Mohamedan historians, but by 1ts archi-
tectural monuments which still rank among the best and choicest
masterpieces of the Hindu and Jain Arts The Jain Basties though
very grand and imposing, are comparatively less decorated, and less
lavishly sculptured than the Hindu temples about whom Marshall
says “These temple$ can be said to be the tiuc representatives of
Hindu Art throughout India '”

It 15 1ecorded 1n the annals of History that all former Hoysala
Kings were staunch Jains and pationised 1t by makmg rich
endowments. One of the most outstanding figure of them was
Hull, Prime Miister—trcasurer to Hoysala King Narsimh ()
who bwlt a number of Jamn temples at Halebid, Jambidr: and
elsewhere. The famous temple of Bhandar: Basti at Jambidri, five
temples on Kallangirs1 where numerous Jain temples had been
previously built by former Ganga Kings, and endowed village
Savneru for the upkeep of the former He also repaired many old Jain
temples, specially Uppattayata temple Commander Gangarajd
was the second who held the banners of Jainism aloft 1n the South and

. some of the most striking Jain temples,owe ther existence to his
munificence even to-day

The most striking of all the temples of Halebid 1s that of the
“Vyay Parshwanath Bast: ” which was built by King Vishnuvardhan
Hoysala It 1s dedicated to Lord Parshwanath and an idol of 14 ft.
in height 1s enshrined heremn It stands majestically m the main hall
besides hundreds of others of no less charm 1n architectural workman-
ship It has a stone pavilion n front borne on thuty-two elégant
pillars of costliest pot-stone The basement and the parapets of the
outer walls of the temple are ornamented with good sculptures. The
navaranga hall of the temple has a number of towered niches which
formerly contamed images of the twenty-four Jain Tirthankars.
The central ceiling 1s perhaps the best carved in Halebid It 1s borne
on twelve beautiful pillars of hard daik touch-stone perfectly
designed, carved and finished They are so finely polished that visitors
can see their faces and figures reflected on the pillars Since the cur-
vatures of the latter are varied, the reflections assume many funny
forms Lord Parshwanath’s image 1s virtually a colossus of black-
stone 14 ft high with a seven-hooded cobra over 1ts head. The figure
is naked and 1ts form 1s that of a .perfect -samt with a benmgn
sympathetic smile on his face According to Jamns when Vishnu-
vardhan married the daughter of a king who was stanuch follower

-~
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WONDERFUL CHANDRANATH BASTI (TEMPLE), WITH 1,000 PILLARS
AT MOODBIDRI

Dr Ferguson opines that its nearest resemblance can only be found 1n Nepal
and nowhere else 1n India
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of Siva, he was converted to Shivaism and then he built the big
Moysaleshwar temple at Halebid and demolished all the Jain temples
except three which weie allowed to remain due to gieat entreaties
of his mother—the fi1st queen ‘

Another wonderful temple 1s that of Lord Shantinath (the Lord
of Peace) which 151n the middle of the three temples. It 15 said that
the city of Halebid at one- time contained no less than 720 Jain
temples but were razed to dust by Vishnuwardhan himself except
these three which are situated at Bastihalli two furlongs away from
the famous Hindu temple of Hoyasaleshwaia The great mass of
ruined temples and broken 1dols scattered all over remind a cursory
onlooker what glorious city once it should have been! Among-the
most famous Hindu temples, Hoysaleshwara 1s the most striking and
1s 50 richly engraved that Dr, Fergusson had to remark “one of the
buildings on which the advocate of Hindu Architecture would desire
to take his stand.” Nothing grander than this specimen of Hindu Art
exists elsewhere thiough out India

II KARKAL

Karkal 1s a small town in the Udipi Taluka of the South
Kanara District 1n the province of Madias It 1s situated in 13°.18'
N. and 74°.59' E. It was once a great and populous Jam city and
capital of Bhairarasa Wadeyars—a very powerful Jain community of
the South., The present Mysore Maharajas aie also Wadeyars and
belong to the same community. Bhairaias’ family has since long
been extinct.

Among the most memorable relics of the past 1s a monolithic
statue of Gommatraya, bult by King Vir of Pandya Dynasty, in
1432 A D at the instance of the Jain Acharya Lalitkirt: of Pansoge
It stands on the summit of the 10cky hill in an enclosure south of the
village overlooking a picturesque lake and 1s 41 ft 5in. in height
It was not built out of a rock of the hill but was bwlt outside and
then was hauled up to the spot where 1t now stands (Sez Indian
Antiquary V, p. 36). In *Karkalad Gommateshwara charite *—a
Kannad treatise on the subject written by Chandrama in 1646 AD,
1t is stated that the statue was placed on a long cart of 20 wheels apd
Wwas continuously dragged up for a month. Once in 60 years, Jains
fiom all parts of India gather at Karkal to bathe this colc_)ssus with
cocoanut milk. The statue of Gommatraya 1s made In pcrfegt
resemblence to that of Gommateshwara of Shravanab.elgol\d, but it
1s certainly of inferior artistic calibre, spemallyf 1s this true of the
'tf:ace, which 1s neither so impressive nor so beautiful as that of the

ormet, ;

To the north on the summit of a smaller hill stands a square
temple with projecting porticoes facing each of the four quarters, its
columns, pediments and f1iézes being alike richly carved and orna-
mented figures in burnished copper counter-paits of the gieat statue

7
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above. It 1s called “Chatwmukha Basti ” and was built by King
Immadi Bhanava. It acquned its name after its construction, 1 €4
having a doo1 on every dircction with a dozen colossuses cach of 21 {t
in height Each 1dol 1s a living specimen of the highest aichitectural
a1t and unique workmanship A living monument of the glory of
Jamnism what 1t was 1n the past, and that emulative respect and love
1t enjoyed from the ruling kings in those memorable bygone ages!

Karkal 1s also a seat of a Bhattaraha unde: the name of
Lalithartijt Maharaj, and he controls about a dozen temples of this
place and the suburbs At Halengadi, close by, 1s the finest Jamn
Stambha 1n the district "It has a monolithic shaft of 33 ft high n eight
segments each beautifully and vaiiously ornamented, supportingan
elegant capital and topped by a lantern containing a Jin statue.
The total height 1s7about 50 ft  Karkal lies at the distance of 18
nmiles from Udip1 and 26 miles from Mangalore 1espectively

III VENUR

Venur is a small village and lies at the distance of 24 miles from
Karkal and 12 miles from Moodbidr: respectively It 1s situated on
the bank of river Gurupar It 1s another seat of Gommatraya It
lies on the Shravanabelgola-Moodbidi1 Road Venur though now
lies 1n ruins and reduced to a small village below 1.000 1n population,

was once a great seat of Jamism and had remained so far many
centuries 1n the past

It was the capital of the kings of Ajnir Dynasty and one of the
most promment of them King Timmu aj;built a colossus of Gommat-
raya 86ft high in 1604 AD He was a direct descendant of
Chamundaraya, who bult one at Shravanbelgola Venur
colossus 1s the shortest of all the three Gommateshvaras within
the radius of 150 mules around 1t It also stands in an enclosure,
on the same pattern as that of Shravanbelgola but stands on the banh
of river Gurupar The statue stands on a raised pedestal without any
support. The features are well-cut and are in proportion It1s2
nice specimen of Dravidian architecture and 1s of lower artistic
calibre m design and workmanship than one at Shravanbelgola

There are two more Jain temples in the same enclosure and
yet another of Lord Shantishvar, by far bigger and the oldest of all
the teriples, outside the enclosure "It was bwilt by Pandippa Oras
Binnaney 1 1491 A D. In all, here are eight Jain temples but all of
them now lie deserted almost through out the year ! -

‘The Mahamastakabhisheka ceremony that took place last yeal
proved to be a great success Annual fair takes place every year 08
Falgun Sud 15 when Jaimns from the surrounding districts bathe the

colossus Madras Government pays an annual gratwmity of Rs 90/-
towards the upheep of this statue.
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IV MOODBIDRI

Moodbidri lies at the distance of 12 miles from Venur and
22 miles due east from Mangalore. It 1s truly called the terminus
of Jain Archaeology and culture Though there aie a few more Jain
temples further south to 1t 1n Cochin and Travancoie States, but
none of note for traditional eminence. Moobdidr: lies 1n open
plain and amidst the gieen fields of rice, and gaidens of cocoanut
and betel-nut. While journeying fiom Jainhidri to Moodbidr: one
passes through the dense jungles of cardamom, clove, and sandal-
wood groves, and meets the profusely charmful natural scenery all
around, which may i1emain enshrined i ones memory for ever.

Moodbidr: had ever been occupying a very prominent and
proud place m the historical annals of Jamnism 1n the Deccan, and
1t has ever remained so very close to 1t through out the long centuries
of Jamn Kingdoms, which at one time dominated the whole of the
extreme southern peninsula of India. Moodbidr1 proved always to
be a great source of strength and spiritual guidance to the rest of the
southern pemmnsula It was the seat of Choutter Kings till the
very recent past, and a descendant of that family still resides here
and receives a small pension from the Madras Government

It contamns no less than 18 ancient Jain temples, the most
striking of them 1s that of Lord Chandranath so far the architectural
beauty 1s concerned. It has about 1,000 pillars richly decorated.
The very form of the Basiz is so striking i appearance that
D1. Fergusson said ¢ the nearest approach to the type 1s to be found
only in Nepal ” Close by lie a few tombs of the past Bhattarakas,
though once might have been very imposing, but now lie in decay!

Moodbidri, though now reduced to a small town in the Karkal
taluka of the South Kanara District, was once an important Jaimn town
known widely as a great seat of International trade It 1s said about
1ts past glory that at one time 1t contained about 40 multi-milhionaires
besides hundieds of millionaires, who had trade-connections through
out the East and West, including Java, Sumatra and other 1slands of
East Indies in the East, and Peisia, Arabia and other Persian
colonies 1n the East Afiica m the west. Merchants from those
countries thronged the stieets of Moodbidri A glorious reference
about the said Bastz can also be found in the diary of ong Abdul
Razzak, a Persian Trader, who after visiting this wonderful temple
remarked with great astonishment . € It 15 unique and has no rival
)thr,o‘lgh out the World Its images scem to have been made of
solid gold.” It was built 1n 1430 A.D at the exhorbitant cost of
Rs. 9,00,00,000/! There is no temple of this unique variety
thiough out the whole peninsula below Narmada.

Moodbidri is also a great seat of Jain Bhattarakaand one of
the most prominent Jain Mutta, founded as early as 2400 years ago,
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The Bhattarakas hold the heieditary title of ¢ Charukirtiswamy)
They have been the hereditary pontiffs of Jains and Kings alike and
wielded a great influence and commanded great respect in Royal
Durbars of all the” surrounding States The Bhattarakas of this
Mutta have been very famous for their high accomplishments m
learming of Sanski1t, Prahiit, Jan cthics and Philosophy. Moodbidri
s also called ‘Jamn Kashi’ for bemg a great scat of Jain learnmings
and 15 yet well-known far and wide. The Bhattaraka of the Mutta
contiols 18 temples of Moodbidr: and also one at Venur, wheie there
1s another colossus of Gommatraya, 35 ft high

The Moodbidr: Jain Shastrabhandar 1s the richest of all the Jamn
Shastrabhandars through out India and contains very ancient and
unique works of famous Jain Achrayas written on the palm leaves.
It 15 common knowledge with all of us that the renowned Jamn
scriptures Dhawal, Faya Dhawal. and Maha Dhawal were once the
property of this Bhandar, and could only see the light of the day after
great efforts and exhor bitant expenses incurred by Seth Manihchand
Hirachnd Zaveri, J.P, Bombay, Secth Hirachand Necmchand
Doshi of Sholapur and Lala Jambuprasadj: Jain Rais of Saharanpur
(U P.) There are many more rarc unpublished works lying rotting
in the Bhandar and 1t shall be fitting 1n the tune of time as well as
of the public and geneial opinion that these sacred works be
biought to light, and the ensuing Mahamastalabhishek will be

achieving hundred fold success if some suitable scheme 1s chalked
out for this puipose

Thribhuvan-tilak-Chudaemant  1s another temple” of wonderful
architectural beauty It consists of 1an unique Chaityalaya (Shl‘lné)
with 1,008 1dols of wonderful workmanship and craftmanship cast
out of a rare mettalic alloy which ghtters like gold nspite antiquity.
An array of 32 idols of Jain Tirthankaras of precious stones

like emerald, rubies, saphire, etc, 15 mndeed an exclusive precious
possession of this Mutta

Moodbidr: Mutta 1s also one of the most ancient Mutta linked
to the past Jain history of 2400 years! Chronologically 1t 15 also
linked with Shr1 Kundakundacharya, the founder of Mool sangha
Hundreds of Bhattarakas succeeded him since then and earned
great Jaurels fgr therr high achievement in every sphere of
learnings, viz , Jain ethics, grammar, Nyaya (logic), Sanskrit, Kannad,
and wrote many books of immortal literature It has righly earned
a distinction of being called the ¢ last bastion of Jainism, Jan ethics,’
and Jain Laterature for so many past centuiles None could rightly
rival 1t 1n this respect so far, but now, it 1s only the matter of distant

past It 1sin fact the last bastion of the glory which was once the
Jamsim in the Deccan,
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HISTORICAL JAIN KINGS
I. GANGA DYNASTY

The most striking feature of the ancient history of the Ruling
Dynasties 1 the South, 1s their staunch adherence to Jamism .for
several centuries. Jainism occupied the proud place of being State
religeon of almost all the States 1n the South right from the 3rd
century B G to 12th century A D., and histoiical annals of almost
every state in the South stands testimony to this claim  Among the
prominent dynasties of the South Kadambas, Pallavas, Nolambas,
Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas, Gangas, Cholas, Cheras,
Ajnirs, Pandyas, Changals, Kongals, and Kalchuries are most note-
worthy and there 1s hardly any line of kings in the above dynasties
which has not contributed its1ich share in promotion what may be
called Jain Art, Culture, Architecture, Archaeology, etc, and they
made lavish endowments for the upkeep of Jain nstitutions, temples,
shrimes and every thing which went in promotion of their cherised
religion which was none but Jainism Some of the best specimens
of architecture and aichaeological eminence aire due to the benevo-
lence of certamn Kings and theie are numerous examples and
hundreds of inscriptions that lately have come to light to prove in
mequivocal teims that almost every King of the above dynasties did
something or made generous awaids 1n glorification of Jainism or 1its
rauses 1n the shape of building of big temples, 1mages, 1dols, cave-
temples, etc. Howevei, Ganga Dynasly singles out to be the best and
longest 1 keeping the longest adherence to it for continuous 1,000
years—from 31d” to 12th century There were 37 Kings in succes-
sion in all, who rigidly adhered to the benevolent tenets of
Jaiism without any break in between ; and hardly there is any other
1eligion 1 South which can claim such a long adherence to itself
by particular dynasty except Jamnism.

_ The very name of Ganga for the Jain Kings 1s obviously most
curious, and as such, denotes some extraordinary significance or
rather a mystery Unfortunately, there i1s no direct evidence
available to justify the designation  Simularly, whence nd how
’ghelr kingdom was called Gangawad1 and its subjects Gangadikars

,1s also shrouded n mystery. A pumber of Hindu legends have
Sprung about these names linking 1ts origin right from River Ganga

and thus connect mdirectly the dynasty to Hinduism, but they are
mere myths and not reliable

» There 15 another mnteresting version about the persons who
ounded the Ganga Dynasty m the South. It is said that one
admanabhi, son of Kampa, was much distressed bemg childless,
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so he supplicated Shasanadevata Padmaprabhu, and obtained two,
sons and a daughter and named them Rama and Lakshman. After
some time Padmanabhi was attacked by King Mahipal of Ujjain,
and finding no other way of safety, he planned to send out his
children with 48 select body-guards to South Both the brothers
assumed the names of Dadiga and Madhava. On arriving at Perur,
they ‘visited a Jain temple and met there Singhanandi—a most influ-
ential Jain monk of those times of Kanurgane In an inscription he
1s referred to with a number of high-sounding adjectives  Here
Dadiga narrated his family's plight to him 1n such a melancholy
tone that the said Singhanand: took their case in his hand out of
mercy, and supplicated Goddess Padmavati and obtained boons for
them, confirmed by a gift of a sword and a kingdom. Dadiga being
much enchanted with gifts, laid hold of the sword at once and
making a loud ovation of Jinaraja struck it with all his maght ata
stone pillar which immediately fell into two Singhanandi recognised
1t as an auspicious omen, so he made two crowns from the petals of
the karmka flowers and placed them on the heads of both the
brothers.

He also gave them his peacock-feather putchh: for therr royal
msignia, and 1 due course, also provided them with a strong army
and vested them with all kingly powers and pomps. Then at last
he also imp:essed upon them the following counsel -

“O ye brothers, listen to me - If you fail in what you promuse, if
you shirk Jain-skasan ( Jainism), if you take wives of others, 1if you
addict yourselves to wines or flesh, 1f you associate with the base, if
you do not help the needy, and lastly, 1f you flee fiom the battle-field,
your race will go to ruins, otherwise rule till the end of the earth”

Both the brothers took the vow to remain staunch adherents to
Jammism till last, and also held a promise on behalf of their would-be-
successot s to follow the teachings of Jainism and his counsels for ever
Thus with Nandiguru as their fort, Kuvalala as their capital, ninety
six thousand country as then kingdom, victory as therr companion
in the battle-field, Jinendra as their God. and Jainshasan as their
religion, both the brothers began to rule this earth  The boundries
of their kingdom touched Madaikale 1n the North, Toudanad 1n the
East, ocean 1 the West, and Kongu 1n the South, and within these
Iimits ofGangawadi mnety-siv-thousands did Gangas undertake the
subjection of all the enemies They also built a Jamn temple on the
hills of Mandali in Konkan

Bvidently, most of this seems to be legendry and so be treated
with caution = But some truth certamnly underlie the narrative and
specially with the arrival of Dadiga and Madhava at Perur,
we are seemingly on the very sound ground Perur 1s probably 1n
Cuddappa distiict still distinguised as ¢ Ganga Perur’  So also 18
well-known the figure like Singhanandi in the literature -and 1§

[4
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expiessly mentioned 1n numerous inscriptions of his having helped
the Gangas i foundmg the Ganga Kingdom  Besides all these
evidences, there 1s such a lot of further evidence in shape of various
traditions, heaisays, and other records of msciiptions, found 1 all
parts of Mysore State that 1t haidly 1equres any further support.
Singhanand 1s also mentioned 1 a work ¢ Indrabhuty Samayabhushan

(vide Indian Antiquary, Vol. XII, p. 20) which goes in full support
of this version.

The following 1s the table of the Ganga Kings of Mysore before the
5th century, though taken from 1nscriptions but not very authentic.—

1 Kongmi Verma (Dadiga) ruled in 340-400 A.D.
2, Kuiya Madhav (Madhav) ,, 400-435 A.D.
3, Hari Varma (son of Dadiga) 5 436 A.D.
4 Vishnugopa 3
5. Prithwi Ganga 2
6 Tadanal Madhava »  450-500 A'g
7. Avant1 Ganga Kongimi - , D20-540 A
8. Durvinita Kongmm , ~540-600 A D
9 Mushaka: Kongini Mokkara 2
10 Shrivikram Kongini ,, ~ 608-670 A-B
11, Bhuvikram Shrivallabha ’ 675 A D
12 Navkama Shivamar ,» 676-T15 A.D.
13 A]ryang ” 716-720 A.D
14, Shrivallabha ” 721’725 ﬁg
15  Shripurusha , 126-188
16, Shivamar ' 788-812 A.D
17, Marsimha »
> 18, Anupam Jagtunga »
19. Rachamull (I) , 817-853 A.D.
20 Marulayya 2
21. Butuga Parammad , »
32 Airayappa 5
3. Virvedanga . 2
gg Rachamull (II) , 870-907 AD.
26, %&i@nga (Ih ”  907-935 A.D.
27, Maruldeva »
28, Guttiya Ganga » -
29, Marsimha . ” b
go. g:‘rovmda P
, 1. Saigotra Vijayaditya : » _
32, Rachamull (III) ” ggg 99%’3 ‘2%
33  Marsimha (III) » 971" 085 A D.
gg Rachamull (IV) ” - .
Garvad Ganga - 2
36. I\/Iallgovindag 2 %%Z "‘iggi‘ ﬁ g
37, Kali Rakkas Ganga . » 100&- L
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All these kings except the last two 1emained throughout staunch

Jams, and did every thing humanly possible to promote 1ts 1nterests

1n South India, and sciupulously clung to thc piomuse that ther
ancestors Dadiga and Madhav had held to Singhanand: Acharya
Some of the kings were very leained and composed excellent works
of poetry and commentaiies on the Jain scriptures Avant1 Ganga
took the 1dol of Jindeva and crossed the Gauvery 1n floods Soue
acquued distinction by writing learned books m art, prosody,
grammer, and alike subjects n Sanskrit and Kannad languages of
great chaim. Chamundaraya, the builder of the famous colossus of
Gommateshvar at Shiavanbelgola was the Gommander-Mimster of
Rachamull (IV), the 34th king 1n the above st He ruled from 971
t0 985 A.D and 1t was 1n 983 A D, that the said colossus was built

The last two kings forsook Jamism and soon after the breach of
their ancestors’ promise, the Ganga Kingdom came to a close an
was destroyed for ever by King Rajendra Chol in 1004 A D. The
blessings of Singhanandi Acharya protected this dynasty from fall
t11l they adhered to Jamnism and the moment they shrunk from that
solemn pledge they saw their doom Adherence to Jamism saved them
from all calamities, but the moment that chasm was gone nothing
could save them from going to pieces There are many 1nscriptions
found all over the Mvsore State which prove that the first 35 Kings
of this Dynasty made rich endowments towards the upkeep of Jamn
temples and built numerous new ones at many a places, majority 0
them now lie i decay or are in possession of Lingayats.

II MYSORE MAHARAJAS

Next to Ganga Kings, the most notable among the Royal line of
successions are the Maharajas of Mysore They belong to Wadayar
family which was very mfluential community 1n the extreme southern
India from the Sth to 13th century Though the present Mahara)as
are staunch lingayats but their patronage to Jainism has ever remaineé
beyond doubts. The next notable fact about them 1s that numerous
Jams even now can he counted among intimate relatives an
kins of the Mysore House, namely Palegars, Urs, etc , who are Jaws
and most of the Maharajas are married in these communities
Most of the Maharams belonged to Jain familiés The present
Maharaniis;also said to belong to a Jain family

- MYSORE STATE o,
Few places 1n India have a greater concentration of attractions
than the picturesque State of Mysore Situated 1n the south of the,
sub-continent with a mean elevation of 2,000 to 3,000 ft above

sea-level, 1t enjoys a mild, equable and salubrious climate throug
out the year.

It 1s a land of lofty mountamns, primeval forests, most IOV?IY
water-falls, world famous ancient temples and shrines of wonderit
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architectural delicacy and also, one of the greatest monolithic
dolossus of Gommateshvara, which 1s one among the ¢« Gieatest
Wonders of the World *  Its forests aie full of Bengal tigers, bisons
and wild elephants and 1t 1s here that the cultivation of coffee,
sandalwood and teak 1s carried on very high standards. Among all
the countries of the East, Mysore produces by far the greatest quantity
of gold at Kolar gold-fields and some of the mines have gone to the
depth of 8000 ft ~ Geisoppa water-falls are unique and are considered
to be the highest in the world They are formed by 1iver Sharavat:
falling over a tremendous chasm of about half a mile awide and
830 ft. deep-

Besides, 1t 1s equally rich and cariies the distinction of being the
greatest meeting place of various ieligions, ethics and spiritual
philosophies through-out India  Harihar, Melkote, Belum1, Halebid,
Shringeri, and Shi1avanbelgola, Humach, Narasimharajapura, etc.,
etc., are neighbouring towns concentrated within a radius of 100
miles i this very State which have been the gieatest seats of different
faiths in India, and have even to-day millions and millions of
their adherents throughout India and abroad alike. Theie aie
great Muttas in each of the said towns and highest ponuffs of
different faiths do live heire with pomps These towns contain
some of the rarest specimens of the ancient monuments which are
world wide famous for theu 1ichest architectural heritage of India
and most gloilous examples of Hoysala Architecture. Sagas in
stone here sing the aichitectural achievements of ages which
immortalise ‘the Jain, Vaishanava, and Shiva pantheons

The State covers an aiea of about 29,500 squaie miles and 1s
divided mto nine administrative distiicts and has to-day a popula-
tion of neaily nine and a hall millions

The history of this beautiful land 1s not less interesting-
Traditions, in the fist instance, connect 1t with the two gieat Indian
epics ~the Ramayan and the Mahabharat Coming down to more
authenticated historical times, some of the famous edicts and pillais
of Ashok-the-great at Maski ( Nizam’s dominion ) and Chitaldruga
(Mysore State) definitely bear testimony of its bemng a part of the
mighty Mouryan Empiie, in the thud century B C. Coming down
to the medieval historical petiod, we find that Mysore had been
and had 1emamned so for the centw ies the ciadle of the fouy great
royal dynasties which dominated not only what we call the prcsent
Mysore State but whole of the Deccan penmnsula, namely,
Kadambas, Hoysalas, Gangas and Kings of Vijaynagat.

During the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries this beautiful land of

Iysore was ruled by a succession of Hoysala and Ganga Kings

whose personal religious devotion and piety wiapt in great spirit of

religious toleration towards all the religions of the day and thar

cnevolent patronage expressed themselves in the buiiding of the
&
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unrivalled oinate temples and 1dols which are matchless i them-
selves and have no equals throughout the world They stand evefl
to day,as the outstanding examples of architectural beauties and
none parallels them 1n their supreme delicacy of Art and ornament-
ation. To these master-builders we owe the famous temples of
Somnathpur, Belur, Halebid, Shringeri, and also the colossus of
Shravanbelgola Evento day at the peak of scientific progress alround,
these specimens defy all rivals throughout the world in respect of
their 1immeasurable and incompassable richness of architectural
wealth so far They are by fai the ¢ The Wonders of the World ’ and
are likely to remain so for many years yet to come An average tourist
15 held 1n breathless wilderness for a few moments when he sees a
galaxy of such wonderful aristocratic display of architectural wealth
carved out 1n rough cliffs For moments he 1s left spell-bound
and he delibeirately refuses to believe his eyes! Ages after ages
have rolled by, but their freshness and display of such wonderful
artistic wealth has not been marred by time in an 1ota. Some of
them bear distinct "sign of destiuction at the hands of the past
religious fanatics, but they look yet moie charmful inspite of then
pollution to such an extent that niether a poet can ever sing therr
beauty nor a painter can paint their chaim 1n full!' An average
tourist has only to pity that ciuel hand who dared to raise his
hammer against such marvellous beauty spots to which no grander
mn grandeur exists clsewhere throughout the world

Mysore came under the rule of the present Ruling House during
the fourteenth century  Since then 1t has been goveined by a Ime of
distinguished Rulers who figuied very promunently in the modern
Indian History  Towards the cnd of the 18th century, the rea
power was usurped by the famous Hyderalli Khan and after him by
his equally famous son, Tippu Sultan In 1799 he was defeated by
the British in the fourth Mysorean War at Se1ingapatanam and once
agamn the original Hindu Dynasty was restored to the Mysorean

Gadi 1 the person of Shri Krishnaraja Wadiyar (III) who ruled
from 1799 to 1868 A D

The following 1s the succession line of the Mysore Rajas
according to annals compiled in the Mysore Palace —

1. Yaduiaya Vijaya 1399-1423 A D.
2  Fire Bettada Chamaraja Wadiyar (I) 1428-1458 AD
3 Timmaraja Wadiyar (1) 1458-1478 AD
4  Hire Chamaiaja Wadiyar (I1) Aruberal . 1478-1513 AD |
S Bs:ttada Chamaraja Wadiyar (IT1) 1513-1552 AD
6 Timmaraja Wadiyar (II) Appannan 1552-1571 A D
7 Bola Chamaiaja Wadiyar (IV) 15711576 A.D
8 Rajada Chamaraja Wadiyar (V) 1576-1578 A D
9. Raja Wadiyar (1) 1578-1617 A D
10 Chamaraja Wadiyar (VI) 1617-1637 A.D.
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, 11 Immadi Raja Wadiyar (IT) 1637-1638 A.D.
12 Randhira Kanthirava Naiasrao Wadiyar ~ 1638-1659 A.D.
13 Dodda Devaraja Wadiyai 1659-1672 A.D
14, Chikka Devaraja Wadiyar 1672-1704 A.D.
15- Kanthirava Wadiyar Mukaiasu 1704-1713 A.D.
16, Dodda Krishnaraja Wadiyar (I) 1718-1731 A D.
17. Chamaraja Wadiyar ( V1I) 1731-1734 A D
18, Krishnaiaja Wadiyar (11) e 1734-1766 A D.
19. Nanjaraja Wadiyar . 1766-1770 A.D.
20, Bettada Chamaraja Wadiyar (VIII) ... 1770-1776 A D.
21. Khasa Chamaraja Wadiyar (IX) . 1776-1796 A.D
22. XKrishnaraja Wadiyar (111) 1796-1868 A D.
23, Chamrajendia Wadiyar (I1X) 1868-1898 A D.
24. Krishnaraja Wadiyar (IV) 1898-1940 A D.
25, Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar 1940—

All these Maharajas have shown their highest benevolence and
greatest sense of patronage to the colossus of Gommateshvara and
some of them made rich endowments for the maintenance of the
image from time to time. The most ancient 1nscription dates back to
1634 A.D. when the Maharaja Chamaiaja Wadiyar (VI) (1617-1637
A.D ) redeemed the Jain shrines from money-lenders Chainnanna
etc., etc., and 1t was he who promulgated an ordinance prohibiting
such moitgages of 1dols and shrines in future It was he who visited
Shiavanbelgola and restored the Gadi of the said Mutta to
Bhattaiak who had fled to Gersoppa due to the atrocities of the
Collector of the District Not only did he restore the shrines and
1dol of Gommateshvara to him bul also made a rich endowment of
Your villages towards the unkeep of them Some of {:he most
important events concerning the different Maharajas are given here-
below with their dates .-

1 1611 AD — Raja Wadiyar (I) began to'pay an annuity of
Rs. 3000/~ towards the upkeep of the colossus and other 33 Jain
temples at Shravanbelgola,

2 1672 A.D.— Dodda Devaraja Wadiyar peiformed the
Mahamastakabhisheka of Gommateshvara and m token of that
ceremony endowed a village of Madan,

3. 1675 AD — Chikka Devaraja Wadiyar perfor{ned the
Mahamastakabhisheka of Gommateshvaia and renovatea:the lake
of Kalyani,

4 1800 A.D — Bhummadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar (I1I) per-
formed the Mahamastakabhisheka of Gommateshvara ;

5 1830 A.D — He further endowed five villages of Shravan-
belgola, Uttenhally, Hosahalli, Nagayyam. Koppattu, Behan
Koppattu, and further supplimented it later by 2 gift of a village of
Kawwalu,
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6. 1925 AD— Krishnaraja Wadiyar (IV) attended the
Mahamastakabhisheka of Gommateshvara and presided over All
India Digamber Jain Conference and also delivered inaugural
speech fiom the chair

7 1940 A D.— The same attended the Mahamastakabhiseka
of Gommateshvara and alsothe All India Digamber Jamn Con-
ference unde: the Piesidentship of Su Hukamchandji, Kt., Indore

8 1953 AD — The piesent Maharaja H. H. Jayachama-
1ajendra  Wadiyar Bahadur 1s also very scrupulously following
his 1llustrious forefathers 1 upkeep and caie of this sacred
Twrtha of Jains and spares no troubles in discharge of his duties
i protection of the best interests of the image and other 33 shrines
of Jainbidr1 He 1s going to attend Mahamastakabhishecka ceremony.

It may be gainsaid heiremn that all the managerial powers and
administrative 1esponsibilities of holdings the 1mage at present
vest in Mysore State, and the present Bhattarak Swam1 Charukirtijt
Maharaj has no direct control whatsoever either on the shrines or
their properties  He 1s simply a nominal pontiff of the Jains and
gets an annuity of Rs 600/- from the State in addition to the
icome from landed properties attached to his Mutt One of the late
Bhattaiaks resigned from his post leaving all managei1al powers i the
hands of the State and so the State aie continuing 11 that office even
to-day Some of the templesof the Chandiagiriand Vindhyagir: hills
are under the direct chaige of Government of India (under the
National Monuments Pieservation Act)and Jain community or the
Bhattarakas of the place have no rights whatsoever except the 11ght of
worship  Virtual ownership of all the idols and shrines of this Tertha
1s vested erther i the Mysore State or Government of India, both
non-Jains agencies, and as such no Jain has any right to meddle with
the inner management of the Twtha or the shrines situated here

‘There 1s only one temple named ‘Aregal Bast1’ outside the orbit
of this authority and 1s exclusively managed by Seth Parshwanath
of Tumkur who has appointed his own Pujar1 here This small
temple was built by Gangaraj but fell 1n decay and the father of
Seth Parshwanath repaired 1t and nstalled a new 1dol of Paishwa

nath 1n the place of an old one which can even now be seen mn the
bed of t(l{l‘e adjoming tank

In spite of these temples being protected by Government of
India under the Ancient Monuments Protection Act, the general,
condition of almost all the templesin general 1n the wvillage of
Shiavanbelgola 15 far from beng satisfactory The Pujalles
are hereditary and theiefore are very careless 1 discharge of their
duties They get very poor pays, and 1n some cases, their pays rangt

from annas three to five per month !  Of course, they hold tax-free
lands for cultivation.
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Under these extremely poor circumstances, it is no wonder that
tlle majority of the Brahmin Pujaries has been impelled to migrate
to neighbouring towns and cities 1n search of better means of liveli-
hood, which ultimately resulted in utter carelessness on their part
towards these shrines There are mstances when idols m certain
temples go without worship for months together! Absence of
Puja for weeks 1s a regular matter of course. The present Bhattarak
also does not take any keen interest i the welfare of these temples.
He 1s niether very popular figure with the local Jains nor with the
Jain community at large. He 1s not a Jamn Pandit in the strict sense
of the word He knows very little of the languages, and much less of
Sanski1t, Prakiit or Jain ethics for which this Mutt was once famous
throughout India. Under such unfit supervision everv kind of mis-
management and deccay 1 the status of the Turtha are possible

The temple at Jinanathpur, though one of the best specimens of
Hoysala Aichitectural Art lies dormant, and 1ts figures on the walls
have been dis-figured and are still open to further damages by the
ignorant villagers who know nothing about the sanctity which the
Jains attach to these temples The doors are usually lie wide open
and cows and goats get free access to this temple day and night
without any check whatsoever! Gangaraj knew little about the sad
fate of this wondeiful temple at the time of its building, other-
wise even the slightest 1dea about 1ts present 1ll-fate should have made
him shudder to build such a templc at such an unaugpicious place.
The miseiable conditions this temple 1s suffering at present
chstinetly display the unwoithiness of we Jamns who have pioved
ourselves cent p1 cent incapable to manage those sacred trusts left
ta our caie by our ancestors'

From the repoit of the last Mahamastakabhisheka, published
by the Government of Mysore, one can find that there was a surplus
of Rs 72000/~ which was invested at that time in Government
Bonds which by now has eained Rs. 30,000/- by way of inteiest
only  Such a huge suiplus amount was allowed to lic 1dle on one
hand while our sacred temples and holy dieties suffered cvery kind
of humihation at the hands of the athiests on the other ! Inthe
humble opinion of the autho: of this book, 1t 1s most oppo: tune time to
Tepiesent our case to Government of Mysoie and through them to

overnment of India to restore this Tutha to Digamber Jain sect
Ot ats better management and upheep of the temples ant idols.

ome of the temples aie at the verge of immediate decay and some
of the 1dols can only be safeguarded by Jains themsels es instead by
Governmental agency. Let All India Digamber Jain Tirthakshetra

ommittec open its pet manent office at Shravanbelgola and vnder-
take much needed 1cpairs of the #111ha.
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EPILOGUE

If one peeps into the history of the South India of oniy
a few centuries past, he can not fail to see an age covering many
eras of untold and un-describable glories of India and Indians
alike In those tumes every Indian in every walk of life enjoyed
the highest possible bliss which may impell the reader with the same
kind of feelings which moved the famous English Poet Wordsworth
to sing -

BLISS WAS IT IN THAT DAWN TO BE ALIVE,
BUT TO BE YOUNG WAS HEAVEN!

The ¢ Glory that was Ind ° was due more or less to the teach-
mgs of Jamism which preaches the gospel of ¢ Non-violence’ and
doctrme of ¢ Universal Love’ towaids every thing hiving The
tenets of Jamism are based on the very high moral code of
¢ self-restraint, renunciation, and non-injnry to living soul’ and
hardly theie 1s any code which can guarantee the maximum
happiness and protection of the masses as can be done by Jainism.
If India 1s imntent to revert to those bygone ages of prosperity,
plenty and profuse, therc 1s no right royal way than to adopt that
very high moral code which Jainism preached and stood by 1t for
all the time mn the past Let the gospel of Jainism once more
Lindle the light of Universal Love 1n every heart and there 15 none
so greater a need than this at the present moment 1n human
history. Let the flame of Jainism once more 1lluminate the heaits
of war1ing elements 1n the woild and prompt them to make then
heart-searching so that they may divert their energies to construction
than destruction 1n order to make this world of ours more p10Sperous
and happy

Much though I wished to confine myself to the archaeological
aspect of the subject, but could not see my way to close this chapter
without a personal appeal to the Jam Community in geneial an
philanthropist Jain Sethias in particular to rise up to the occasion
1n respect of thesc revered places of pilgrimage  There 1s hardly a
tract of ten squaie miles in the peninsula of Deccan, south 0
Godavari, which does not contain numerous Jain temples or 1mages
But due to our callous neglect, 1t 1s not wonder, that many of such
holy places have gone in the hands of non-Jains, where they arc
subject~d to every kind of disiespect or ridicule and mockery t0 our
Gods, and 1n many cases are left to the mercies of the weather an
so arc steadily 1n the process of gradual decay Hundreds of Jam
temples and 1dolshave perished and some of them that have remaint
are about to perish! Some of the Jain images have been adopte
by the pagans in the name of their Gods, where fowls and goats ar¢
frecly sacrificed 1n order to appeasec them ! This very Jamentable
carclessness of ours 1s responsible for numerous Jain 1dols t0
find shelter 1n muscums m India and abroad and 2r¢
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exposed to open mockery of the visitors. Numeious temples, like
Rhujaraha (m C. P.) which were once built by mighty Kings and
were stiongholds of Jain Cultuie and sources of strength for the
Jain community at large are now lie deserted and demand immediate
care of the generous Jain community for their repairs, which if not
rendered in time will certainly bring their doom It is indeed a
thousand pities that we Jains of to-day are totally incapable to take
care of those temples and 1mages which once should have costed our
fore-fathers immense of wealth 1n men and money to build them,
What kind of worthy sons we are that we can not even safeguard
the trust that our fore-fathers left to owma caie! Let this appeal
arouse within us the senses of intiospection and responsibility
towards the upkeep of our sacred places

In order to revive the past glory of this #irtha, I put the
following programme of activities for consideration of All India
Digamber Jain Confeience to be held on this occasion and also of
the Mysore Government .-

L. Jain Mabavidyalaya —The whole of the Deccan peninsula 1s
suffering greatly due to the total absence of any Jain religious insti-
tution, wheie Jain and non-Jain students be taught the tenets of
Jamism, It 1sone of the crymg needs of the Jain community in
the South to have a full-fledged Jamn Mahavidyalaya or Jamn Brahm-
charyashram, and there 1s no better place than Shravanbelgola for
establishment of such an institution,

2« Central Museum —V1rtually the whole of the Deccan peninsula 1s
fill of Jam relics, and hundieds of thousands Jain 1dols of the highest
architectural workmanship are lying scattered alround this state. It
shall be a fitting contribution by Jain community to build a Central
Museum for collection and preservation of such idols It 1s our pious
duty towards our revered gods, which were once nstalled by our
ancestdrs, and thus save them from further degradation and open
mockery We owe a duty towards them and it must be carried
out right now.

3. Udasin Ashram —I came across a number of instances of Jain
monks and yratis who want to pass the rest of their lives at the feet of
Lord Bahubali, but they can notdo so due to absence of\such an
asylum here, Will 1t not be a fitting contribution by tue Jain

ommunity to build such an Ashram heie right now ?

4  Jam Publishing House—There” are hundreds of unpublished
works written on palm-leaves by wery prominent Jain Acharyasin
the past. Hundreds of them perished for absence of such a publish-
Ing house. In the Shastrabhandar of Jainbidri Mutta only, there
are about 500 Jain scriptures of par-excellence-charm and knowledge,

esides by far a gieater number m other Shasirabhandars like

L]
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Moodbidri etc It 1s mndeed a high time for establishing a full-fledged
Printing Press here at Jainbidri so that these unpublished Jafn
works may be brought to light

There 1s no scaxcity of funds for the execution of these activities.
Here are the following funds lyng 1dle for many yeais with —

Rs 2,00,0000 R B Seth Lalchandj Seth: of Ujjain under
T Shr1 Ailak Pannalal Digamber Jam
Saraswat1 Bhawan which 1s lying 1dle since
40 years' Why thatfundbe allowed to
remam 1dle when many ancient Jam
scriptures are facing immediate destruction
i Bhandars ? What 1s good of keeping only
the funds and allowing holy books to perish,
w}rlhen the very fund was raised to preserve
them !

Rs. 1,00,000/ My%me Muzia: Dept under Gommateshvar
‘und ,

Rs 1,60,000f Mysore Muzrai Dept under T tha fund,

Rs 1,00,000f All India Digamber Jain Tirthakshetra
Committee, Bombay »

Rs 25,000/ Expected annual income from Jain pilgrims,
Rs 25,000/ Othe: incomes from the souices like lands

These funds are quite sufficient to start with any kind of
activities 1n general piomotion of the interests of Jamnism, Jan
community and this #27¢tha  Only co-operation between the partieé
and co ordinaton of our resources are required, only that an
nothing else Let there be an independent newly formed commuttee
like ‘Bahuball Tirthodharak Committee,” which exercise overa
supervision over the activities conducted under separate units _ Thss
will go a long way to revive the past glory of Lord Bahubali and
his adherent Jains of Shravanbelgola once more Amen !
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